FOR YOUR DIARY
Date

Time

Event

Story

Thursday
9 April

5 to 8pm

Bill Jukes DVD Bill has kindly offered to take over the presentation of
"Don's DVD".

Wed
15 April

8am
until we
get back

Visit to Hi-Tech
Automotive
Factory
in
Port Elizabeth

Rob has arranged a visit to this very interesting factory.
Meet at Robby's Bottle Store, at the entrance to Kenton,
at 8am to fill up cars with people.
Contact Rob Wallis on 046 648 2021 or 082 334 0354 if
you are coming.
"Hi-Tech Automotive is a low volume car builder and design house
located in Port Elizabeth. Most of the vehicles produced are exported,
notably to the US and UK. The main distributor of the cars built by HiTech is Superformance.
All Superformance cars are originally built at Hi-Tech Automotive's
270,000-square-foot (25,000 m2) plant in before they are disassembled
for shipping.[2] Hi-Tech also supplies customers with non-road cars
ready to race on the track." - extracted from Wikipedia, Editor

Thursday 5 to 8pm
16 April

Supper Night

Rob Wallis is doing hamburgers. Bring R10 per head.
Various additives will be available at no extra cost.

Saturday
25 April

9am to
12 noon

AVCMC
Museum

Last Sat each month. Bring your old cars, if they are willing.

Friday
1 May

09h00 at
Civic
Centre

Bathurst
Agricultural
Museum

Open day and potjie-kos competition.
We have been invited to display our old cars until 2 or 3pm.
Meet at the Civic Centre to drive out in convoy.
Come along, it's Workers Day so you have no work to do!

7 - 11
June

4 day
event

Bill Milligan
Diarise the date. This year it will be a spider rally from
Memorial Rally Graaff-Reinet. Watch the EPVCC website for details.

5-8
October

3 day
event

SAVVA National Queenstown hosting this year. Diarise and GO if you can.
Rally
Details awaited.

10 - 13
Dec

4 days

Mzansi
International
Motor Show.
Port Elizabeth

Motoring extravaganza of various events including street
racing on Marine Drive. Events include Formula 1, super
trucks, karts, V8 series and Taxis.

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

April

Brian Sparg

2

Don Whittaker

2

Peter Benyon

5

John Pringle

9

Glen Pellew

10

Joe Janssens

15

George Armstrong

16

Trevor Hoole

17

Patrick Smythe

17

Ron Gush

21

Dave Hawkins

23

Glenn McCreath

27

Juergen Kartenberg

29

WITH THANKS
We note that Pat Lee is graciously refusing to accept any payment for cleaning the Club House.
Effectively this means that she is donating the cleaning services to the Club and for this we are very
grateful. Many thanks Pat. You do so much for us anyway - providing the venue, putting up with our
noise and mess every Thursday evening and now the cleaning too!

WE REMEMBER
Brian Barker is in hospital and we wish him a speedy recovery and all of the best.
George Armstrong is recovering from an operation and we wish him well.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
sent in by Joe Janssens
A teenager had just passed his driving test and asked his father as to when he could borrow the car.
His father said he'd make a deal with his son, "You bring your grades up from a C to a B average,
study your Bible a little and get your hair cut. Then we'll talk about the car."
The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he'd settle for the offer and they agreed on it.
After about six weeks his father said, "Son, you've brought your grades up and I've observed that
you have been studying your Bible, but I'm disappointed you haven't had your hair cut."
The boy said, "You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that, and I've noticed in my studies of the
Bible that Samson had long hair, John the Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair, and there's
even strong evidence that Jesus had long hair."
His dad replied: "Did you also notice that they all walked everywhere they went?"

INSPIRATION
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.
Romans 5:8 New Living Translation
But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.

-

Isaiah 53:5 New International Version

CLUB WEBSITE www.avcmc.co.za
by Ron Gush
This is YOUR website. Things have gone a bit quiet. All is up to date, I think.

18th BUCO HARDWARE / OD INGGS MEMORIAL RUN - 21-22 March
by Ron Gush
"They say stress is a killer. But I think no stress is equally deadly, especially as you get older. If your
days just seem to slip by without any highs or lows, without some anxieties and pulse quickening
occurrences, you may not be really living."
Actress Helen Hayes
Well the OD certainly has its "anxieties and pulse quickening occurrences" both for the competitors
and organisers, so I guess we are really living.

The "welcome braai" on Friday evening
was a pleasant reunion of old friends
and sharing a beer and food. The
weather was perfect and it was a lovely
evening. Chairman Charles welcomed
all to the event and gave a brief
summary of the history of OD Inggs,
the man and his collection of cars. He
thanked the organisers, mentioning
them by name, and wished all well in
the coming event. It seemed a pity that
there were only 4 visitors in our midst
but I am sure that others were due to
arrive in the morning.
Saturday 21 March saw us all bright eyed and
bushy tailed and ready for scrutineering at 08h00.
Route schedules were handed out and feverish
calculations began - an interesting route unfolded.
Mike Newlands gave the briefing at 09h00. We
were relieved to hear that there would be a pisstop - oops, a slip of the tongue!! - pit-stop at about
150km. There was even more relief at the pit-stop.

At 08h31 Pam and I were on our way, trundling gently through Port Alfred and out towards East
London, duly picking up blue kilometre markers and controlling our speed as required. It was quite
relaxing and Pam might tell you that at one point I broke into song and had to be reminded to
concentrate on the task at hand. Left off the R72 and up to Peddie. Right onto the N2 towards King
Williams Town. What a lovely new highway! A pity that more trucks don't use it instead of our bumpy
old R72. Must be decades since we went to KWT, but then why would one want to go there?
The pit-stop at the Engen garage was a welcome
break, and time to refuel, for those with limited tank
capacity. Um, would that be cars or competitors?
Couldn't resist a pic of the 2 oldies on the road and a
new car on a trailer, parked next to us at the pit-stop!

In due course we were on our way through KWT and its pedestrians and traffic lights and onto the
R346/7 towards Zwelitsha and Kidds Beach. We were delayed by traffic and steep hills and thus
batted along trying to catch up. But every down hill seemed to have a herd of cattle or goats to
frustrate the effort. We did catch up eventually and
trundled down to the sea for lunch at the Beach
House. Given that they had had unplanned load
shedding since 10am that morning, they did a
pretty good job of feeding us all on chicken-a-laking followed by ice cream etc.

Drivers and navigators in the A speed group had time for a stroll on the beach before we had to set
off. A brief turn around the houses and then back onto the R72 into the wind. You notice the wind in
an 1125cc side valve Austin. Much of the run home required a great deal of discipline, driving along
the highway at 40 or 45km/h. The nice wide
yellow lined shoulder allowing fast traffic to
overtake.
Back in Port Alfred, I was glad that we had
arranged to garage the Austin in town (Many
thanks George!) and drive home after dinner in a
modern car with halogen lights! The beer never
tasted so good! Fish and chips for supper was
also superb, as only the Port Alfred River and Ski
Boat Club can do.
Sunday Morning dawned a perfect sunny day with none of the rain forecast earlier in the week.
08h31 sharp saw us, as first car out, on the road towards Kenton.
Right to Merry Hill and that is where the wheels fell off, figuratively. We missed the right turn to
Skelton Street, or more correctly we took the first turn and not the second. The route schedule was
perfectly clear. We had simply not calculated the distance as we should have before the start - or
taken cognisance of the difference between 10 seconds and 45 seconds at 40km/h. And realising
our error, we did not immediately do a 3 point U turn and go back. We, like all but 3 cars, went past
the marshall in the wrong direction, incurring 600 penalty points. That sorted the men from the boys.
Out to Boknes and Cannon Rocks. 25km/h for
ever around Boknes and then along Alice Street
with nothing to measure speed except the seat of
your pants. That resulted in a lot of cars stopping
for an inordinately long time at the Stop sign!
Tea at the Sand Bar Floating Restaurant was
great. Idyllic setting. Beautiful day. Boats cruising
past. What more could you want? Eats were not
quite up to Fish River Sun standard but then the
Sun lacks the view, the setting and the character
and so-what if you actually have to chew on your

muffin? There was much to discuss and many a
team was gloomy about missing the turn in Merry
Hill.
Back to Port Alfred for lunch and The Results.
There were no objections.
Charles welcomed all, especially guest of honour Pat Lee. He thanked our sponsors, BUCO
Hardware and welcomed their representative, Geraldine Avis, and her family. Thanks again to all
officials and organisers, whose task started some 9 months ago. He noted that only 2 cars had failed
on the run, but declined to name them! Consolation prizes, donated by BUCO were given to those
who had not won an official prize.
On receiving the First Place and Oldest Car Trophies, Carel Buchner also thanked the sponsors and
organisers and begged the Club to organise another rally next year.
Results were as follows, trophies handed out by Geraldine Avis:
1st Place - the OD Inggs Memorial Trophy
Best Navigator - the Norbert Drager Trophy
2nd Place - the Linden Wheels Trophy
3rd Place - the Arch Car Sales Trophy
Club Team Trophy (most places in the top 6)
1st Lady Driver - the John Lee Trophy
Oldest Vehicle - the Viv Hill Memorial Trophy

1st - Carel & Margaret Buchner

Best Navigator - Margaret

-

Carel and Margaret Buchner
Margaret Buchner
Neville and Susan Koch
Div and Wilma De Villiers
AVCMC
Delene Hawkins
Carel Buchner in a 1933 Ford V8 coupe

2nd - Neville & Susan Koch

Best Lady Driver - Delene Hawkins

3rd - Div & Wilma De Villiers

Club Trophy

All in all, a great rally. We missed some familiar faces from Port Elizabeth and elsewhere, and they
missed out on two days of fun playing with our cars.
Many, many thanks to the organisers and their team of workers on a job well done.
A full list of competitors follows:
Position

Driver & Navigator

Car

Club

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Carel & Margaret Buchner
Neville & Susan Koch
Div & Wilma De Villiers
Norbert Drager & Trevor Hoole
Brian Harris & Peter Owen Smith
Ron & Pam Gush
Mike Legg & Jenifer Wansel
David & Verena Salzwedel
Rodney & Ruth Idris
Edward & Paula Johnston
Joe & Paulette Janssens
John Pringle & Enrico Contrardo
Jeff Sansom & Norman Hickel
Charles & Glen Pellew
Martin Schofield & Charmaine Ahrens
Rob Mears & Sue Darkes
Dave & Daphne McNeill
George Armstrong & Des Hill
Bruce Yendall & Eden Bradfield
Delene & Dave Hawkins

1933 Ford V8 Coupe
AVCMC
1975 Alpha Spyder
AVCMC
1960 Rover P4
QAC
1964 Porsche 356C
AVCMC
1956 Peugeot 203
EPVCC
1934 Austin Ten
AVCMC
1961 Morris 1000
AVCMC
1960 Humber Hawk
BVCC
1951 Morris Minor
EPVCC
1955 Austin A55
EPVCC
1968 Mercedes 280SL
AVCMC
Citroen
BVCC
1969 Mercedes 280S
BVCC
1983 Mini Clubman
AVCMC
1972 Lancia Fulvia Coupe VSCC
1969 MGB Coupe
AVCMC
1957 Triumph TR3
AVCMC
1970 Lancia Fulvia Coupe AVCMC
1941 Chevrolet Coupe
AVCMC
1957 MGA
AVCMC

THE WINNING CAR
by Carel Buchner
In about 1990 I bought a 1936 Ford V8 Roadster on the sale of a deceased estate in Pretoria with no
knowledge of old vehicles in general and Fords in particular.
Trevor Hoole went with me to Pretoria to fetch it. ( That is another story on its own )
At home and with Trevor's help I discovered that I needed many parts for the car. That was when I
went to knock on Mr OD Inggs' door and introduced myself. We immediately became friends.

He, as you know had encyclopedic knowledge of old cars and had amassed a mountain of parts for
old cars over the years. These parts were stored all over in his undertaking business but he could
take you straight to any item that you might need.
With his and Trevor's help the car was fixed and licensed and I even managed to come 4th in one
Miligan rally.
I then decided that I would rather have a 1933 or 34 with a coupe body than the roadster and placed
an advert in the EPVCC newsletter offering it for sale.
A man from PE came to look at the car, shook my hand, and paid my asking price without any
bartering. His name was Don Lee.
I then went back to uncle OD and asked him if he did not know where I could find a 33 Ford Coupe.
Not long after this, he asked me to take him to Fort Beaufort.This was not unusual as I sometimes
drove him to East London to see other car
friends.
Upon arrival he took me to Derrick Mitchell,
the owner of the Ford dealership and
collector of old cars, and there was my car.
I paid him his asking price without any
bartering.
PS. The cylinder head gaskets came out
from underneath the lid of a church pew
seat in his little chapel !!
It is therefore fitting that my car should win
the OD Inggs Memorial Run.
I think I had help and nobody else had a chance.

BATHURST SHOW - Saturday 28 March
by Ron Gush
At home, the morning was grey with light drizzle and we debated whether to take the old or a
modern car. We decided on the Triumph - it would be its first outing.
At the Civic at 09h00 there was further debate. It was raining now and the spot where we normally
park would be muddy. But Bruce arrived with news that we had been allocated a very nice spot near
the main entrance. That clinched it. 7 cars left the Civic with plans to re-convene at the Pig&Whistle.
Then we were 9 cars. In convoy to the Showgrounds and we had a final count of 13.
We were indeed allocated a very nice spot. We were surrounded by displays of modern cars. Say, I
hear that modern cars do not have engine numbers any more. They stamp expiry dates on them!
The weather changed every ten minutes. Sunny, drizzle, sunny, even hot. But there was a good turn
out at the Show and there were interesting displays. Of a particularly high standard were the flower
arrangements and needlework. Congratulations to Shirley Martin on her 1st and 3rd places for
quilting. And the Agricultural Museum were displaying old tractors and stationary engines driving
ancient maize grinding machines and pumps and so on. Also several exhibits of solar panels and
control equipment. The caramel coated cashew nuts were to die for....

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Hi Ron
Hope you are well – enjoy your tramp down the coast.
Herewith a couple of pics for your use. The Umvuma Hotel was in Rhodesia and the Packard is an
arbitrary picture of the type of car Lynn’s family ran in the area around Bathurst/Grahamstown/Kowie
many years ago. Eden would be interested in this as we are trying to locate the original car.
Kind regards
George Galbraith

*** PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS ***

“Where thoughts become reality!”
www.marinecustoms.com
Email: marinecustoms2010@gmail.com
Hawkins Industrial
91 Alfred Road
Port Alfred
Rob Pattie 071 701 7580

email: olofmotorspares@telkomsa.net

For ALL of your boating needs

Classic & Sports Car Insurance Placements
“We Drive Classic Cars”
We insure them with Great Care.
Approved Broker: Mercedes-Benz Club South Africa
Tel: 031 701 0226 Cell: 082 781 4410
Email: pat@smythebros.com
A Division of Smythe Financial Services cc
Authorised FSP No. 16054

NOTICE
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor, the Club or its committee members.

COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Vice Chairman and SAVVA rep:
Secretary / Treasurer:
Grahamstown Rep:
Events Co-ordinator:
OD Inggs Co-ordinator:
Fanmail Editor:
Member

Charles Pellew
Des Hill
Shirley Martin
Norbert Drager
Rob Wallis
Bill Martin
Ron Gush
George Armstrong

046 624 4563 or 076 849 0549
083 228 6774
071 675 4570
046 622 6282 or 072 765 6448
046 648 2021 or 082 334 0354
071 509 0169
046 648 3186 or 083 272 1961
072 347 0924

TAILPIPE - OD Inggs Rally, the organisers
by Ron Gush
This year the organising committee included:
SAVVA Steward
Mike Newlands (stepped in after Don Lee passed away)
Club Steward
Dave Dicken
Convenor
Charles Pellew
Clerk of the Course Bill Martin
Chief Marshall
George Galbraith
Scorer
Shirley Martin
And of course a team of marshals, scrutineers and other essential helpers.
We are extremely grateful to these folk for all of the hard work they put in to a rally like this.
Why do they do it? It's not only for the enjoyment of competitors, that is for sure! Mainly to uphold an
18 year old tradition - The OD Inggs is an event that AVCMC is proud to host. It puts our Club on the
map, so to speak. We also remember Mr OD Inggs, that feisty collector and restorer of old cars in
Grahamstown and founder of vintage car clubs in the Albany district.
Until last year, the Scorer was Len Whittal, and we really really appreciate all that he did. Little did
we know how much he really did do! Shirley found out when she took over the job. Shirley has really
gone way beyond the call of duty. While working hard on the OD rally, she has also been our Club
treasurer as well as secretary.
So, why am I telling you all this? Partly to give them all a jolly good pat on their backs and try to
express our collective thanks. But also (and this is where things turn serious!) to note that we need
more people to carry the load. We are looking for a few more bodies to help. Bill and Shirley would
like to drive the rally some time soon. There is also a need for some degree of continuity in the
management / organisation of the rally. Every year we learn something new. The feedback we get
from competitors is often, but not always, constructive. As we change committees, so some of this
learning is lost. Of course the Inggs is run on a format and much, but perhaps not all, of this learning
is captured as we go along.
Bottom line: If there is somebody (bodies?) out there who would like to help, or perhaps want to
know more about helping, then please have a chat to Charles Pellew. 046 624 4563 or
076 849 0549.
We can not allow this tradition to die.

