


CLUBMAN AWARD also known as “The Bent Conrod Award”

Following on what Charles wrote above, here is the “points system”:

Competition
or

Event

Position 
or

Official

Points

Official “Vintage”
Vehicle

Modern
Vehicle

Competition
(O.D Inggs)

1st - 12 -
2nd - 8 -
3rd - 4 -

Finish - 2 -
Organiser 12 - -
Assistant 8 - -

Social Event
(Fun Runs)

1st - 6 3
2nd - 4 2

Enter - 2 1
Organiser 6 - -
Assistant 4 - -

Noggin Present - 2 1
Museum Present - 2 1

NEW MEMBER

Welcome to Brian Barker who has retired to Port Alfred. He brings with him a 1981 Mercedes 280SL
and possibly a 1936 Austin Chummy. Brian is already a familiar face at the Thursday noggins and we
wish him, and his wife Kathy, all of the best in the Club.

2014 CLUB CALENDAR

Bill Jukes has once again excelled himsself and produced an outstanding calendar. Pictures of our
cars and a little story too. Bargain priced at R70, they are ideal Christmas presents for distant
relatives, who will be tickled pink to think that you spent a few hundred on them. Stocks are limited.
Place your order with George Armstrong 046 624 3773 or 072 347 0924.

CLUB WEBSITE

As Charles noted, we are indeed setting up a Club website. We have looked at a prototype and it is
really easy to use and full of useful info, links to related organisations and NO adverts (unwanted
ads). Those of you who are not “on line” (ie. do not have email etc) are really encouraged to get with
it. Watch this space for breaking news.

UNPAID SUBS

If you don't get your Fanmail it means that you have not paid your subs. Tsk! Tsk!



FOR YOUR DIARY – print this page, nail it to your toilet door.

Date Time Event Story
Sunday
10 Nov

15h00 Bruce Gardiner
piano recital

At the Presbyterian church, corner of Southwell Rd and
Becker St, Port Alfred. Bruce is a founder member of the
Border Vintage Car Club and it would be nice if we pitched
up in our old cars. He is an entertainer of note. (Get it?)
Tickets at R30pp, will be available at the door.

Thursday
14 Nov

5 to 8pm Don's DVD Every 2nd Thursday during the noggin.

Thursday
21 Nov

5pm Supper Night  Bring & Braai.

Sunday
24 Nov

10h30 for
11am

until done

Bonnets Up! Meet at the Civic Centre to drive out in convoy to the
Bathurst Agricultural Museum. Engine bays will be judged
for cleanliness, incontinence etc. Bring and braai but
please buy drinks at the Museum bar.

Saturday
30 Nov

9am to
12noon

AVCMC
Museum

Last Sat each month. Bring your old cars, if they are willing.

Sunday 
1 Dec

11am at
Civic to

depart at
11h30

Christmas
Lunch

Please contact Bill Martin on 071 509 0169 by 23 Nov to
book. There are only 40 seats.
Meet at the Civic Centre and drive to Mabini's in Kenton.
Set Sunday lunch menu at R80pp. 
Bring your own alcohol – they are not licensed.

Saturday
7 Dec

All day Herald World of
Wheels / NMBM
(PE) Motor Fair

This will be the 3rd such event in PE. The classic car
auction was quite a feature last year. There will be another
auction this year. You might pick up a bargain. 
Go show your classic anyway.

Monday
16 Dec

9am to
12noon

Crafters Market We have been invited to display our old cars under the big
trees on the Library Lawn. Good excuse to get out of the
house for a natter and a beer.

Saturday
11 Jan
2014

Breakfast Club 10 Year
Anniversary

4 Jan is the 10th anniversary of the founding of our Club.
Rock up and make it a memorable occasion. Breakfast is
scheduled a week later to allow the visitors get back to
work. Venue to be advised.

22 – 23
March
2014

2 days OD Inggs Diarise the date.

BIRTHDAY  CONGRATULATIONS November
Daan De Lange 4

Guy Mears 9
Schalk Van Der Merwe 9

Paul Probert 10
David Pohl 11
Viv Jordaan 13

Jim Mc Clean 20
Charles Pellew 30



THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY

This blond man goes to the vet with his goldfish. “I think it has got epilepsy,” he tells the vet. 
The vet takes a look and says, “It seems pretty calm to me.” 
The blond man replies, “Wait, you haven't taken it out of the bowl yet.”

A woman went to a pet shop and spotted a beautiful parrot.
There was a sign on the cage that said R50.00.
"Why so little?" she asked the pet store owner.
The owner looked at her and said, "Look, I should tell you that this bird used to live in a house of ill
repute, and sometimes it says some pretty vulgar stuff."
The woman thought about this, but decided she had to have the bird anyway. She took it home and
hung the bird's cage up in her living room and waited for it to say something. The bird looked around
the room, then at her, and said, "New house, new madam." 
The woman was a bit shocked at the implication, but then thought "that's really not so bad." When
her two teenage daughters returned from school, the bird saw them and said, "New house, new
madam, new girls." The girls and the woman were a bit offended but then began to giggle about the
situation considering how and where the parrot had been raised. Moments later, the woman's
husband Keith came home from work. The bird looked at him and said, "Hi Keith."

She was only a road builders daughter but she liked to have her asphalt.

She was only a fishmongers daughter, but she could lay it on a slab and say fillet.

INSPIRATION

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, and
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  Isaiah 41:10 NIV

“Life is what happens to you while you are making other plans.” John Lennon

“Kindness is the language that the blind can see and the deaf can hear.” Mark Twain

CRADOCK OUTING – 26 / 27 October
by Ron Gush

Dave and I discussed when to leave Kenton. I said 7am. He said 8am, which seemed to be a
sensible plan given the different performance of our cars. Well, we left in steady rain and with 20mm
already in the rain gauge. I did not even consider taking a modern car as traveling in the old Austin is
more than half the fun. On the road we heard that McNeill's Triumph had stopped in a downpour /
pool of water and had been towed to Peter Wilmot's farm to dry out the ignition and bail water out of
the footwell. We must have missed the big downpour and arrived in Cradock over an hour ahead of
the McNeills. Do I detect a hint of the Hare and Tortoise
here?

Mike and Doreen's Morris also gave up in a pool of
water and was towed to a friendly farm. Mike Legg got
a lift with Mike Newlands but Doreen had to return
home. Roger and Sue were concerned by the amount
of water leaking onto the instrument panel of their MG
and turned back. They came in a modern car.

Thus 6 classics arrived at Daggaboer farm stall as
planned by 11am. Plus a number of moderns. After
coffee and other refreshments, Fun Run Instructions



were handed out and cars set off. The fun run was a simple 26.2km steady speed run on the N10
towards Cradock. At lunch the results were compared and Mike Newlands and Mike Legg were
declared the winners with only 7 seconds penalty. This was quite remarkable since no stop watch
was used and Mike and Mike did it by the seats of their pants!

After lunch we checked into our accommodation (that's when a wet and soggy Dave and Daphne
arrived) and then off to Danie Gerber's place. Danie and his son Eugene and employee Roy, had put
in a lot of work to display an amazing variety of cars. There were cars parked on the street, and then
more in a succession of sheds that seemed to go on forever. Some cars were work in progress but
most were beautifully restored. A really amazing collection of cars, and many other interesting items,
from yesteryear. Nicely presented too. About 30 cars in total.

Then there was Danie's man-cave. Wow! A bar and lounge area in his garage where he was able to
entertain all 25 visitors, and more, in style. We watched the Curry Cup final and the beers just got



smoother as we got cleverer. Mike Legg thanked Danie, Gwen and their family for a wonderful
afternoon and excellent braai supper spread. 

The party continued, for some, at the Irelander where
most of us were staying. 

Next day, after a good breakfast, we headed off to visit
Piet (Prok) Coetzee. Here too, there were some really
fascinating and very rare items. For example: External
drum brakes on a 29 Buick, that Piet called Wonder
brakes – you apply them and wonder what is going to
happen! Or a 1929 Chev Landau – one of only 12 in the
world – in which Piet did the 1st and 40th Milligans. He's
done them all. A Lincoln (1949?) with V12 engine
(3km/litre on a good day) and hydraulic window lifters.
Again about 30 cars and a variety of other engines and
amazing stuff.

Mike Legg thanked Piet and Poppie for opening their home to us and showing us his amazing
collection. It really was a memorable trip. Not to be missed. Regrettably the ladies were not present
for the group photo, I think they had gone off to inspect the rose garden.

On the way home we stopped at Daggaboer and found half of our members already there drinking
“regmaaker” coffee. Lunch in Bedford and the rest of the trip was uneventful – and dry! Not much
change out of 300 miles, but well worth every one.

Many thanks to Mike Legg for arranging the visits.



SAVVA TECHNICAL TIP - 77 Joint Packing

We often take things for granted and assume everyone knows everything about motor vehicles and
their workings. However, there are people, like myself, who don’t come from an automotive
background and have to learn the hard way, and sometimes the expensive way.
I’m in the process of re-building an engine and getting everything ready so when it comes back from
machining, re-boring etc. I can start assembling it. One of the tasks is cutting gaskets so I don’t have
to waste time cutting them later on. Typical of early cars there isn’t an agent where one can buy
ready-made gaskets, so it’s a case of DIY.

I pulled out a roll of Flexoid joint packing that I had stashed away some time ago to find out it was
quite hard and unwinding it would have torn it to pieces. This would mean another trip to the local
Midas to purchase a new piece. I then remembered what a wise mechanic once told me what to do
many years ago. Now, if you are an experienced mechanic please don’t read any further and go
watch TV or something as the following will be obvious to you and will waste your valuable time.

For the rest of us, there is a simple remedy to unravelling hard packing to make it useable again and
that is to soak it in water for a while and it will be as soft as a baby’s butt. In fact, even of you start off
with a nice flat piece it still pays to soak it before cutting and punching the holes in it so it won’t tear.
You will get a much better finish.

AN UNEXPECTED VISIT TO BEAULIEU INTERNATIONAL AUTOJUMBLE
by Bill and Shirley Martin

While in Johannesburg waiting for our flight to the UK I was reading a motor magazine and
discovered that the Beaulieu International Autojumble was being held on 7th  & 8th September, the
weekend after we were to arrive in Birmingham.  Naturally, our plans were changed to include a visit
to Beaulieu.

We hired a car and set off early on Saturday morning to drive down. Thanks to our son’s GPS we did
not get lost and after several hours and a very expensive breakfast at a service stop we arrived. The
parking area was enormous and we had a long walk to the entrance. Of course, it was raining but
fortunately dried soon afterwards and the rest of the day was beautiful sunshine. The entry fee was
GBP20 for us both and included a Show Guide.

After admiring some of the many cars displayed, the most interesting being the 1905 Fiat Land
Speed Racer  –  we decided to walk up and down the stalls to, hopefully, find a headlamp rim for my
Morris 8.  With Shirley looking on one side and myself on the other we must have sifted through at
least 200 headlamp rims in vain, but I did find a speedo head and an instrument cluster which I
purchased.

At lunch time we followed the smell of curry only to find a queue of about 100 so ended up settling
for a packet of crisps and a bottle of water each.  Up until then we really had not realised just how
big this event was. When we sat down to rest our feet and eat our meagre lunch we finally opened
the show guide which was residing unread in Shirley’s handbag. To our amazement we found that
there were 2007 stands broken up into coloured sectors – and we thought the swop meet in
Johannesburg was big!

We found Morris 8 parts listed in the red sector No. 548 and after many stops to ask directions we
finally found the stand, but still no headlamp rim. While scratching through the few Morris 8 parts
they had I found the operating handle for the windscreen. This was the ‘piece de resistance’ as far
as I was concerned as I never thought I would be able to get a genuine one.

At the end of the day we were weary and foot sore but pleased that we had the opportunity to
experience such a well-known event.



The 1905 Fiat Land Speed Racer was 17 feet long, powered by a 6 cylinder 16.5 litre engine,
through a 2 speed manual gearbox. Do I see Bill in the background left?

TAILPIPE
by Ron Gush

Well the past month sure has been interesting: The US government increased it's debt ceiling, our
President Zuma has signed e-tolling into law and my Austin radiator was successfully recored. 

I don't understand the US debt ceiling issue. It seems like borrowing more and more money to pay
the running costs. A slippery slope methinks. But apparently it was crucial to world economy.  

On the issue of e-tolling, I have strong views about governments that bang on additional taxes when
they are wasting R3 million on corruption every hour, 24 hours per day, 30 days per month (Ref 1).  
It does mean that the way is open for e-tolling country wide – yes, even on our beloved R72. 
It is much easier to add a new tax than to fix the corruption. 

But by far the most exciting thing that
happened in October was the recoring of
my Austin radiator. Done by Mr Radiator in
PE, Louis Potgieter first advised me to put
in Wynns Stop Leak. The stuff works
wonders – I did the Milligan on Wynns
Stop Leak and never lost a drop. But the
core had a number of small holes,
showing white deposit from the Wynns,
and I felt uneasy so I took the radiator out.
Louis noted that these old honeycomb
cores are irreplaceable and he would first
try to repair / restore rather than replace. Nobody makes them, world wide, I checked. He washed it
out,  pressure tested and soldered the leaks, again and again. Eventually he conceded that the core
was rotten and he replaced it. Because the radiator core is what you see in front of this car, there is
no grill, I fitted wire screen mesh in front of the new core to camouflage the modern straight core.
And to protect it from flying stones. The end result looks good. And it runs so much cooler. Yaahoo!

Ref 1: http://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/content/economic-implications 
In Oct 2011 Willie Hofmeyer, then head of Special Investigation Unit, told Parliament that between
R25 billion and R30 billion was lost annually to corruption, incompetence and negligence. 
You do the maths, it works out to R3 million every hour, every day, 7 days / week.
Corruption Watch is funded by several SA big businesses including COSATU.





“Where thoughts become reality!”
www.marinecustoms.com

Email: marinecustoms2010@gmail.com
Hawkins Industrial

91 Alfred Road
Port Alfred

Rob Pattie 071 701 7580

For ALL of your boating needs

Trellis Doors
Burglar Guards
DIY Products

Roller Shutter Doors

37 Masonic Street
Port Alfred, 6170

Tel : (046) 624 2924
Email : xpandaportalfred@gmail.com

Let us take care of your family’s security
needs!!!!!



FOR SALE

Early 1960’s Ford Zodiac – Needs attention. R5000 very negotiable
Contact – Marie French 082 762 6731 or at Work : 046 624 1140

COMMITTEE

Chairman: Charles Pellew 046 624 4563 or 076 849 0549
Vice Chairman: Des Hill 083 228 6774
Secretary / Treasurer: Shirley Martin 071 675 4570
Grahamstown Rep: Norbert Drager 046 622 6282 or 072 765 6448
Events Co-ordinator: Bill Martin 071 509 0169
Fanmail Editor: Ron Gush 046 648 3186 or 083 272 1961
Member: George Armstrong 046 624 3773 or 072 347 0924

NOTICE

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor, the Club or its committee members.


