PLEASE RESPOND
Your Committee is considering organising an overnight trip to Cradock where there are 2 collections
of old cars. Tentative date is during October. Accommodation would be self catering / B&B. Come in
your modern car if the golden oldie is reluctant. If, in principle, you are interested, please SMS me on
083 272 1961 or email back to avcmcnews@gmail.com Ron Gush

FOR YOUR DIARY
Date

Time

Event

Story

Saturday
6 July

09h00

Kowie River
Festival

Meet at the Old Market Building parking area. Parade old
cars through town, behind Fire brigade and Traffic dept.
Maybe park in Wharf Str afterwards for cars to be admired.

Don's DVD

Every 2nd Thursday.

Thursday 5 to 8pm
11 July
Thursday
18 July

6pm

Bruce Yendall, Mike Legg and Rob Mears are standing
AGM &
Supper Night down – nominations / volunteers are requested.
Annual subs remain unchanged at R150 for full
membership, R60 for associates and R20 for juniors .
Pay for the membership, get the card free.
Some drinks and snacks will be provided.

Be there!

Saturday
27 July

9am to
12noon

AVCMC
Museum

Sunday
18 Aug

Day

Outing to
Congos Kraal

October

2 days,
overnight

Cradock

22 – 23
March
2014

OD Inggs

Last Sat each month.
Ignus Buchner's farm is about 5km east of Nanaga.
Bring and Braai. Details to follow.
Mike Legg organising. Are you interested?
Please respond.
Diarise the date.

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

July

Roger Darkes

6

Alistair Kennedy

7

Jimmy Kamffer

7

Alan Pike

25

Frank Bowker

30

Dion Rieger

31

Nigel Pearson

31

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY
''It always seems impossible until it's done''

(Nelson Mandela)

“With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible” (Jesus quoted in Matthew's
Gospel chapter 19 verse 26, NIV translation)

I had a rose named after me, and I was flattered. But I was not pleased to read the description in the
catalogue:- “No good in a bed, but fine against a wall”.
(Eleanor Rooseveldt)
When you transport something by car it is called shipment.
When you transport something by ship it is called cargo. Eish!
A young man was doing market research, interviewing a couple. After the usual preliminaries, he got
down to the important stuff:
“Do you use Vaseline for anything?” he asked.
“Yes.”
“May I ask what for?”
“Sex” they replied.
“Wow, that is very broad minded to admit that. If you don't mind, may I ask how do you use it?”
“Of course you can, we put it on the door knob................, so that the kids can't open the door.”

KOWIE KRAFTERS MARKET
by Charles Pellew
Ten of our club members displayed their cars at the Kowie Crafters Market held on Saturday the 15th
of June.
Don brought along his Austin Healy Sprite
which was resplendent in its red livery and
Rob his E-Type Jaguar. These cars were in
the good company of the cars which are
normally displayed by their owners.
The weather did not play its part with winds
gusting up to 52km/h and the mercury stuck
at 14 degrees.
Members huddled themselves between Don's
Plymouth and Roger's MGB to keep out of
the wind. Thermos flasks of coffee were
produced by Bruce as well as a bottle of Old
Mr Brown, which was gulped down before the
coffee.
Mike arrived in a pair of shorts either to put us to shame or to make the point that he hasn't a pair of
long trousers.

SAVVA TECHNICAL TIP No 74 - Repairing cylinder heads
We received the following technical tip from Leo Kritzinger. He refers to this product for repairing
cylinder heads, but it should be ideal for gearbox casings, carburettors etc. - Many thanks Leo.
Don't let them mess up your head
This is what is left of a 1934 Ford V8 cylinder head after an ‘expert’ welder had gotten hold of it!
These cast aluminium alloy cylinder heads are fifty, sixty, seventy years old and invariably have
become brittle and prone to metal fatigue fractures and cracks. By applying high temperature heat
required by welding to repair the already frail vintage metal only causes more damage as can be
seen on the photograph below. But there is a safe, simple solution…

Before going this drastic welding route, why not try something that you can apply yourself? It is a
South African product called STEENVAS ST100 Cold Welding, an epoxy filler that hardens to a
steel-like consistency. Once set, it is effective up to 150°C and can withstand pressures up to 100
bar. It is not affected by salt or fresh water, petrol, diesel, brake fluid, acids, chlorides or UV rays.
Since no heat or flame is required in the application, your aluminium cylinder head cannot be
damaged as happened to the one shown above.
As with all epoxy products, surface preparation is very important. The application area must be dry,
free of dust, dirt, oil or grease. Fine hairline cracks may have to be opened up to allow sufficient grip
surface for the epoxy. The mixing ratio is 50:50.
Available from AGRIMARK, Durbanville at around R140 for a 400 ml pack. Tel 021 976 3057.
Contact the manufacturers direct for more info or to get the name of a supplier near you.
Email address: steenvas@kingsley.co.za
Website : http://www.steenvas.co.za”
Editors note: Has anybody actually done a repair that is in contact with the combustion
chamber?
With all due respect to the above writer, and apparent endorsement by SAVVA, I think Steenvas
might fall short of the mark.
I ask:
(1) Cylinder head temperature can reach 1750 C, measured at the spark plug washer. I have a
product in my garage called J-B Weld that is good for 3000 C – which is twice the above spec
– and which might be a better bet. Exhaust gas temperatures run over 4000 C.
(2) Will the epoxy transfer heat to the water jacket efficiently? Or will the epoxy surface reach
excessive temperature?
(3) I understand that firing pressure (not compression pressure!) reaches 330bar during
detonation (pinking). Way above the 100bar spec above.
(4) Is epoxy not flammable?
Any comments from the more technically minded?
Ron Gush

Trellis Doors
Burglar Guards
DIY Products
Roller Shutter Doors
37 Masonic Street
Port Alfred, 6170
Tel : (046) 624 2924
Email : xpandaportalfred@gmail.com
Let us take care of your family’s security
needs!!!!!

“Where thoughts become reality!”
www.marinecustoms.com
Email: marinecustoms2010@gmail.com
Hawkins Industrial
91 Alfred Road
Port Alfred
Rob Pattie 071 701 7580
For ALL of your boating needs

FOR SALE
1995 MERCEDES-BENZ C 220 Immaculate condition.
Phone Guy Mears: 046 624 4702 or
083 426 8281

One owner from new.

R45 000.

TAILPIPE
by Ron Gush
Continental Milligan Time Trial 2013 – my experience, if you want a blow by blow account, you will
have to look elsewhere.
The fun started at scrutineering on Sunday 9 June in PE.
During the procedure, we were approached by SABC
Radio. Would we mind talking about our car? OK. A bit
later, up comes this smart young lady, says she really liked
what we said on radio and would we say it for SABC TV?
Well nothing starts me sweating faster than a big camera,
except public speaking and this was about to get as public
as it can get. In the end it was all fun and I was very
surprised when the calls came in from friends saying that
we had been on national news.
Competitor briefing and dinner with the sponsors, Continental Tyres, set the tone of this prestigious
event. It was also a time of excited anticipation, making and renewing friendships, good food and
expensive beer.
Daily rallying ended around lunch time with the afternoon free to explore the area, snooze or fix your
car. Not that my Mistress needed any fixing. But I did see the odd spanner in use. The route
schedules were easy to follow and the Knysna, George, Oudtshoorn area is very scenic. Fortunately
the weather was perfect on every day.
Dinner in Knysna was a fancy dress, the theme being “Your favourite song”. When we heard this
some weeks ago, I said it just has to be Teddy Bears' Picnic – a tune that I whistle quite often. Pam
found some fluffy teddy bear material and stitched up two costumes and all the trimmings. The public

loved it, oohed and aahed most fetchingly! But the competition was strong with others having gone
to great lengths and ingenuity. My favourite was “Gone With The Wind” - the guy had a large skirt
made of newspaper with a huge tatty hole in the seat! Dave and Daphne dressed as “Ipi N'tombi”
and did a very creative job of it too. So I was astounded when we were called out and presented to
the crowd as winners of the fancy dress! And a nice bottle of Bells.

Dave and Daphne stole the show and were soundly congratulated when they announced that they
had gone shopping that afternoon, and had bought a Triumph TR3. We look forward to seeing the
machine at club outings and we are sure they will have a great deal of fun with it.
Sponsorship from Continental Tyres was very generous. Apart from contributing generously to
funding the event, they also gave out very nice spot prizes at each evening function.
Pam and I improved our rallying performance following an evening chatting to Neville and Suzan
Koch. They were very helpful with tips to refine our strategy, and build on the basics that Des Hill had
taught us. The little Austin performed faultlessly and never missed a beat. Sailed up the Outeniqua
Pass at 40kph in 3rd with no difficulty at all. Back to Kenton from Knysna in 8 hours including stops.
A total of 843 miles (1350km) covered at a fuel consumption of 13.4km/litre. A great deal of fun.
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NOTICE
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor, the Club or its committee members.

