FOR YOUR DIARY
Date

Time

Event

Satursay
4 May

09h30 to
16h00

Garden Route
Classic Car
Show

Thursday 5 to 8pm
9 May

Don's DVD

Thursday
16 May

5 to 8pm

Supper Night

Saturday
25 May

9am to
12noon

AVCMC
Museum

Saturday
25 May

2 days

Burgersdorp
Run

Sunday
26 May

Story
Knysna High School sports field.

Every 2nd Thursday.
Every 3rd Thursday. Bring and braai.
Last Sat each month.
Queenstown Automobile Club are inviting entrants to this
very pleasant rally. 2 nights accommodation for R1100 for 2
sharing plus R300 entrance fee is good value.
Contact Peter Bolze on 082 648 6972 or Louis Du Plessis
on 083 455 8718. Closing date 10 May.

09h30 for Visit Mike Leggs Meet at the Civic Centre to drive out in convoy. Mike has a
10h00
farm
number of interesting projects on the go. Bring and braai.

9 – 13
June

4 days

44th Continental Registration on Sunday at Protea Marine Hotel, PE. Mon
Milligan Time rally to Knysna. Tue rally Knysna to George. Wed rally in
Trial
George area. Thur rally George to Knysna and prize giving.

Saturday
15 June

08h30 to
12h30

Kowie Krafters Fathers Day. We have been requested to display our cars.
Market
Contact Charles Pellew if you can go: 046 624 5673 or
076 849 0549. The Clubhouse will be open afterwards for a
bring and braai lunch.

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

MAY

Gerda Kartenberg

1

Bruce Yendall

18

Neville Koch

24

Bill Jukes

27

Mike Webber

27

Daphne McNeill

29

SOCIAL
Bill Martin is in hospital undergoing tests and all of us wish him a speedy and full recovery.
Hearty welcome to new member Viv Jordan. We look forward to seeing his 1947 Jeep and hearing
about the restoration.

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY
In Texas the Sheriff pulled up next to a guy unloading garbage from his pick-up into a ditch. The
Sheriff asked, “Why are you dumping garbage in the ditch? Don’t you see that sign right over your
head?”
“Yep,” he replied. “That’s why I’m dumpin’ it here, ‘cause it says: ‘Fine For Dumping Garbage.’”

Viagra is now available in tea bags.
It doesn't enhance your sexual performance but it stops your biscuit from going soft.
Like my hearing aids don't help me to hear any better, they just stop you from mumbling. Editor
The people who get on in this world are the people who get up and look for the circumstances they
want, and if they can't find them, make them.
- George Bernard Shaw

SAVVA TECHNICAL TIP 72 – Replacing Brake Fluid
An article in the Sunbeam Club’s newsletter reminded me of the necessity of replacing brake fluid on
a regular basis or at least every two years – something most of us shy away from because it’s a
messy job. We must keep in mind that most of our older cars have single brake systems and not the
dual ones of today. If anything goes wrong with the single braking system then one is in the
proverbial poo! It’s therefore imperative that we keep these systems in 100% order.
The experts say that brake fluid boils at 290c but when contaminated with water it will boil at 150c
making braking ineffective.
To quote the Sunbeam Club article: “We must keep in mind that brake fluid is hygroscopic and
absorbs water – the water turns to steam under heavy braking and who wants steam in the braking
system”. We must also keep in mind that some of our older cars weigh a ton or two and capable of
fairly high speeds. To stop them we are relying on some bits of rubber and brake fluid.
Recently I was replacing the brake system on a typical English sports car and the brake fluid that
came out was a delicate shade of brown and noticeably full of condensation. Unfortunately, when it
came to dismantling the brake and clutch and wheel cylinders it was found they were badly corroded
and passed their use by date simply because of the water ingress over the years. The cost of
replacing these cylinders was mind blowing – never mind the work involved. All this would have been
unnecessary if the brake fluid had been changed on a fairly regular basis at a cost of +/- R20.00 a
bottle.
Considering the cost of a bottle of brake fluid - is it worth the risk? We could use the fact that it’s a
two man job replacing the fluid but that’s an excuse and not true anymore. All the parts shops have
“one man” brake/clutch bleeding bottles available for a few rand.
Editors note: It has been suggested to me, by whom I can not recall, that we should use racing
quality brake fluid in our old cars. It is not hygroscopic so wont rust your wheel cylinders solid if you
forget to change it every few years. A bit expensive but perhaps less so than re-doing the brakes.
Any comment? Ron

BATHURST SHOW – 5 and 6 April
by Ron Gush
Ten cars assembled at the Civic Centre and drove in convoy to the Bathurst Showgrounds. Picked
up one car in the village and another one or two arrived later making a nice turn out of 13 or so.
Parked in a crescent under the trees on a beautiful April day. Regrettably Bill Martin was unable to
be there due to ill health and we wish him a speedy and full recovery.
There was a good turn out for the drive past in the main arena on Sunday at 1pm. After a few delays
rounding up drivers and getting cars started, about 12 participated.

At 11am we were summoned to a drive past in the showgrounds. This attracted a lot of public
interest and there were many folk who stopped the convoy to chat to drivers and admire the cars.

Bruce's Chev followed by Dave Dickens's Magnette. Charles's Mini followed by Dave Hawkins's MG

A lot of people followed the drive past to look at
the cars more closely afterwards.
Mike Newlands's Alfa

Trellis Doors
Burglar Guards
DIY Products
Roller Shutter Doors
37 Masonic Street
Port Alfred, 6170
Tel : (046) 624 2924
Email : xpandaportalfred@gmail.com
Let us take care of your family’s security
needs!!!!!

“Where thoughts become reality!”
www.marinecustoms.com
Email: marinecustoms2010@gmail.com
Hawkins Industrial
91 Alfred Road
Port Alfred
Rob Pattie 071 701 7580
For ALL of your boating needs

FOR SALE
1995 MERCEDES-BENZ C 220 Immaculate condition.
Phone Guy Mears: 046 624 4702
083 426 8281

One owner from new.

R45 000.

TAILPIPE
by Ron Gush
There was one small incident at the Bathurst Show. Most of our members had wandered off when
one of a group of 3 young men got into one of our cars. I told him that the owner might not like to find
him in his car, and he immediately got out. I think / hope I was polite. All three apologised and moved
off. I realised that they were actually not aware that it is unacceptable to get into, nor even touch, a
classic car. It struck me later that there is a big difference between the Bathurst Show and old car
shows like the George and PE Motor Shows. At those shows, most of the exhibits are classic or
vintage cars and the public seems to understand how to treat these cars. But at Bathurst our exhibits
are very different to most other exhibits. The other exhibitors are selling their products (or competing
in the case of livestock, jams and flowers) and the public is more or less welcome to climb all over
the tractors and get into the 4x4s. But our cars are in a completely different category. They are not to
be fiddled with, and one really does not want sticky fingers all over your car, or even worse, a beer
can on the bonnet while they chat to their friends.
I once saw a sign board, at the PE Motor Show I think, which read something like this:
An old car is like another man's wife,
It's ok to look, but do not touch.
And definitely don't try to start her
And if you get inside, I will bliksem you.

In hindsight I regret not chatting to those 3 young guys for a bit, because they seemed genuinely
interested. I could have explained how much work and cost and time goes into these old cars. That
spares are often not available in South Africa, and sometimes anywhere at all. That these cars are
not on show for sale. We show our cars because we are proud of them, we love driving them and the
public loves them, and we enjoy talking to people who have fond memories of old times. Many of
these cars can not be locked and we display them on the understanding that the public will treat
them, and our goodies, with respect. Those 3 guys were black and I hope they did not think I was
being racist.
I am often asked, by petrol jockeys for example, how
old is my Austin. In response to my reply their
reaction is invariably, “Yoogh! It must be a strong car
to last so long”. And then I tell them that for every
day that I drive it I spend 3 days fixing it (a mild
exaggeration) and they go all quite, while I tell them
that I have dismantled every single part, that there
are very few spares, no mechanics and so on. I
think it is important to let people know some of the
difficulties of keeping these old cars on the road.
What to do next year? I will bring a sign:
PLEASE DO NOT TOUCH
Should we be doing anything as a club? Your
comments are welcome.

Got this card for my birthday.
Is there a hint here perhaps?
from your “lesser spotted Fanmail scribe”
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NOTICE
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor, the Club or its committee members.

