BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

February

Hazel Schreiber

6

Carel Buchner

11

Gerda Herbert

15

Matthew Gouws

25

Tersia Wienand

25

IN MEMORY
It is with great sadness that we advise that Bill Jukes passed away peacefully at Damant Lodge on
Monday 18 January. Our deepest sympathy goes to his wife, Sylvia. Bill has been a member of
AVCMC since 2004 and was the editor of this newsletter for 6 of those years. A wake was held at the
clubhouse on 28 Jan. Snacks and wine were provided by Sylvia and George, Bill's brother. Nearly 40
members attended. Roger Darkes spoke in remembrance of Bill on behalf of the club and George
shared some memories of Bill as his younger brother. We raised our glasses to Bill.

GET WELL SOON
Des Hill is using a walking frame and able to get himself around and thus much more cheerful!
Dave McNeill has swollen hands and feet and the concern is that the medics remain perplexed. He
is unable to open a beer without a spanner, which must be quite distressing.
We wish them both well and members and friends are encouraged to visit them.

MANY THANKS
The auction of model cars at the last noggin (17 Dec) raised R1390 which is most welcome. Many
thanks to the the late Don Whittaker's estate for this generous donation - and to members who bid
enthusiastically for and bought them. Thanks also to Joe and Roger for auctioneering so
professionally!

INSPIRATION
And take a provision (with you) for the journey, but the best provision is al-taqwa (piety,
righteousness).
Quran, al-Baqarah 2:197
"Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work."
Thomas Edison
Be careful when you blindly follow the masses.
Sometimes the m is silent.

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY
A businessman in the first class cabin decided to chat up the drop dead, gorgeous flight attendant:
"What is your name?"
Flight Attendant: "Angela Benz, sir"
Businessman: "Lovely name ... any relation to Mercedes Benz?"

Flight Attendant: "Yes sir, very close"
Businessman: "How close?"
Flight Attendant: "Same price"

-

sent in by Joe Janssens

KOWIE KRAFT MARKET - 16 December 2015
by Ron Gush
Our spot under the trees had been usurped! How could anyone have such cheek? So rather than
park among and behind the stalls, we moved to a shady tree down the road and camped there. Out
came the chairs and someone bought samoosas - it's worth going to the Kraft Market just for the
samoosas - a couple of tyres were kicked and a good natter was had.
It was really good to see Des there in his Lancia, driven by Joy. He was full of fun as always.

Present were
Joe
Charles, Myrna and friend Anthony
Dave and Delene
Des and Joy
Mike N.
Keith and Barbara
Ron
Bill and Shirley
Roger and Sue
With apologies to anyone I missed.

Old car
Mercedes
Mini
Singer
Lancia
Alfa
Nissan
Triumph
-

CLUB ANNIVERSARY BREAKFAST - Sunday 17 January
by Ron Gush
I counted 31 present at Tam'JaZi Farm Stall. Out of a total membership of 68 including associated
and junior members, that is a mighty good turn out! And ten old cars out in the car park, counting
George's Guzzi.
A few of those present deserve special mention. It was good to see Sigrid, who must be our only
member whose only car is an elderly VW. Nice to see Mike Legg, recovering from his recent illness.
Norbert drove the longest distance to be there, in his Porsche. Roger and Sue were there in their
nice new (1968) Jaguar.
Chairman Joe welcomed all to the 12th Anniversary breakfast. Here a few bullet points from his
speech:

-

Remember Des Hill, one of our founder members. Des was not present due to illness.

-

He recalled events of the past year: A pre-OD Inggs fun run in Feb, The OD Inggs rally,
Bathurst Agricultural Show, visit to Hi-Tec Automotive factory, Museum treasure hunt, Kowie
River Festival parade, visit to Tom Van Der Vyfer collection, Photo Fun Run, PAHS Carnival,
Bathurst Country Affair, outing to Grahamstown members and to Joe Staats Museum in EL
and more. With many thanks to Rob Wallis and Dave Hawkins for arrangements.

-

Special thanks to Bill and Shirley Martin for their hard work organising our OD Inggs, now in
progress for their 2nd year.

-

The biggest challenge for 2016 will be finding a new clubhouse. Pat Lee has put her house on
the market and we must be prepared. A possibility is the old Market Building and Dave
Hawkins was thanked for his ongoing negotiations in this regard.

Maggie, Daph, Charles & Rob

Shirley, Delene, Bill, Dave & Pam

Dave, Mike N, Mike L, George, Jeurgen & Gerda

Sigrid, Christian, Dave and Roger.
The dogs have figured where the treats might
be found!

Roger and George inspect the "new" Jag.
Altogether a great event with good coffee and breakfast and quick service.

CLUB WEBSITE www.avcmc.co.za
by Ron Gush
John kindly gave me the link to our web site stats - again, because I had lost it. Here are some
interesting points:
In December we had 259 Visits. A visit is defined as a visitor who proceeds to browse the website.
For the year 2015 we had 3333 Visits.
The most viewed pages were Classified, Upcoming Events, Newsletter and Contact Us.
The most down loaded files were various Newsletters, by far.
So there are people out there who are looking at our website. Maybe some new members have
found us through this site? Let's try to keep it up to date!

WHY DO WE DRIVE ON THE LEFT?
Found the link in Klaxon, newsletter of BVCC.
http://www.worldstandards.eu/cars/driving-on-the-left/
About a 35% of the world population drives on the left, and the countries that do are mostly old
British colonies. This strange quirk perplexes the rest of the world, but there is a perfectly good
reason. Click here for a world map and a full list of all countries of the world and the side of the road
on which they drive.
Right-handed knights preferred to keep to the left in order to have their right arm nearer to an
opponent. In the past, almost everybody travelled on the left side of the road because that was the
most sensible option for feudal, violent societies. Since most people are right-handed, swordsmen
preferred to keep to the left in order to have their right arm nearer to an opponent and their scabbard
further from him. Moreover, it reduced the chance of the scabbard (worn on the left) hitting other
people.
Furthermore, a right-handed person finds it easier to mount a horse from the left side of the horse,
and it would be very difficult to do otherwise if wearing a sword (which would be worn on the left). It
is safer to mount and dismount towards the side of the road, rather than in the middle of traffic, so if
one mounts on the left, then the horse should be ridden on the left side of the road.
In the late 1700s, however, teamsters in France and the United States began hauling farm products
in big wagons pulled by several pairs of horses. These wagons had no driver’s seat; instead the
driver sat on the left rear horse, so he could keep his right arm free to lash the team. Since he was
sitting on the left, he naturally wanted everybody to pass on the left so he could look down and make
sure he kept clear of the oncoming wagon’s wheels. Therefore he kept to the right side of the road.

In Russia, in 1709, the Danish envoy under Tsar Peter the Great noted the widespread custom for
traffic in Russia to pass on the right, but it was only in 1752 that Empress Elizabeth (Elizaveta
Petrovna) officially issued an edict for traffic to keep to the right. In addition, the French Revolution of
1789 gave a huge impetus to right-hand travel in Europe. The fact is, before the Revolution, the
aristocracy travelled on the left of the road, forcing the peasantry over to the right, but after the
storming of the Bastille and the subsequent events, aristocrats preferred to keep a low profile and
joined the peasants on the right. An official keep-right rule was introduced in Paris in 1794, more or
less parallel to Denmark, where driving on the right had been made compulsory in 1793.
(Editor's note: This article has been severely shortened. You can read a whole lot of history by
clicking on the link at the top.
Just incidentally, in discussion with my favourite Spanish daughter-in-law, they (the Spanish) say
that they drive on the left. That means that the driver sits in the left front seat. And drives on the right
hand side of the road. That might also apply to Italy? So when you hire a car in Europe, make sure
you understand what they tell you.
Ron Gush)

SAVVA TECHNICAL TIP 104 – WD40
Let’s start the year off with a bit of humour. This was taken from a US publication.
Here’s an interesting illustration of when and when not to use WD40 and Duct tape.

NOTICE
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor, the Club or its committee members.
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Joe Janssens
Rob Wallis
Shirley Martin
Norbert Drager
Dave Hawkins
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Ron Gush
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046 624 4114 or 082 412 3778
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Des Hill
Dave Hawkins
John Austin Williams
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CAR WANTED
I am looking for an MG A Roadster for restoration. Please can you let me know if you are aware of
anyone looking to sell one.
Alan Grant
Pietermaritzburg
Contact by email <GrantAA@eskom.co.za>
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CARS FOR SALE
1969 OPEL REKORD.
6 Cylinder 2 speed automatic. SAVVA dated.
Selling because of storage constraints.
Asking price R65 000.
Contact Andre 0721250609 or 034-3152795
(Newcastle Old Hooters)
1/3

MERCEDES BENZ 450 SL
White, body in poor condition, interior very good, engine running, 53 000km on the clock, licensed.
R20 000. Contact Roger Darkes 082 373 8181
3/3

Classic & Sports Car Insurance Placements
“We Drive Classic Cars”
We insure them with Great Care.
Approved Broker: Mercedes-Benz Club South Africa
Tel: 031 701 0226 Cell: 082 781 4410
Email: pat@smythebros.com
A Division of Smythe Financial Services cc
Authorised FSP No. 16054

email: olofmotorspares@telkomsa.net

TAILPIPE - Can You Judge a Car By It's Nuts?
by Ron Gush
One of the differences between men and women, I read some years ago, is that men always look at
the genitals. Of other men and even dogs. Women never do. Women look at faces. My first thought
was: Not me, I am sure that I don't do that. But then I checked and indeed I found that I do! I prefer
to think that this is some sort of self-fulfilling prophecy. In checking whether or not I look at dogs'
nuts, I unwittingly do look at dogs' nuts. Ja, well, something like that. Or did I do that before I read
the story? I give up.
Now, regarding what men look at in a woman is not up for debate here, save to say that if you were
thinking about stoking a fire, you might be forgiven if your gaze slipped from the mantelpiece.
Now what was on my mind in the first place? Have you noticed that when you pick up a cheap
(perhaps Chinese?) power tool, that it sometimes just feels cheap? Perhaps it is that the chuck key
does not fit snugly into the hole or that it's teeth do not mesh properly with the chuck. Or perhaps
some component has a rough edge that could have been rounded off with a little care and attention.
Or there is a bit too much play in the spindle bearing... Once you get to use it then all sorts of defects
manifest themselves.
Some years ago we bought a Ford Ikon, built in India. No problem there. I was assured that it was
built to Ford specifications, in a Ford factory, situated in India. Nice little car to drive and very
economical on diesel. But then, as I have done over the years with all of my cars, I checked out the
operation of the jack and wheel spanner etc. It's a good idea to find any faults at home rather than
out on the roadside. Just as well too. The jack did not fit the car jacking point and needed some
modification using a cold chisel and hammer and my stout vise. That sorted out, off came the plastic
trim and the wheel spanner was engaged with the nuts. Well, it was difficult to put a finger on the
problem but the nuts just felt gritty (although perfectly clean), sort of unfinished, and a bit rough
around the edges.
The jack was a flimsy device that only lasted for half a dozen lifts, before giving up completely.
Clearly, Ford owners are not expected to rotate their own tyres every 10 000km etc. But I digress
and anyway it is not my intention to list all of the problems experienced with this car and the agents.
Coastal Spares sold me a perfectly serviceable jack that only needed a small mod to fit the car
jacking point.
The other day, a friend stayed overnight and mentioned that he had a slow leak in his left rear tyre. It
was late and I offered to find the leak and plug it. Off came the wheel. And what I noticed was firstly
that the jack was a good stout tool that worked smoothly and well. Then the nuts. They came away
smoothly and felt like real good nuts. The way nuts are supposed to feel. The car was a Hyundai, a
few years old but the tools were unused.
So tell me, can you judge a car by its nuts?

