


FOR YOUR DIARY      December Events
Date Time Event Story

Thursday 
10 Dec

5 to 8pm
Noggin

Motoring DVD Joe Janssens has kindly taken over the presentations. 

Thursday
17 Dec

5 to 8pm Supper Night Bring and Braai.
There will be an auction of 12 model cars donated to the
Club by the estate of the late Don Whittaker. 
See picture below this diary. All are MGs. Solve your
Christmas present dilemma here! 
Proceeds are for Club funds.

Saturday
26 Dec

Not open AVCMC
Museum

Will NOT be open.

January 2016 Events
Thursday 

14 Jan
5 to 8pm
Noggin

Motoring DVD Joe Janssens has kindly taken over the presentations. 

Saturday
16 Jan
2016

am Club
Anniversary
Breakfast

Details will be emailed. Don't miss this one!
Venue is Tam'JaZi farm stall 5km west of Alexandria.
NB! Let Dave Hawkins know if you want to go! 
046 624 2215 or 082 453 2618

Thursday
21 Jan

5 to 8pm Supper Night Menu to be advised.

Saturday
30 Jan

9 to 12
noon

AVCMC
Museum

Bring your friends and their old cars. 

19 - 20
March

2016 OD Inggs rally Save the date. 

Model cars for sale at the noggin on 17 December.



BIRTHDAY  CONGRATULATIONS December
Keith Schroeder 4
Colin Clayson 5

Rob Mears 27

January
Rob Wallis 11
Pam Gush 20

Nielen Erasmus 21
Fred Pittaway 22
Rob Houston 25

Hugo Nel 26
Robin Duggan 29

GET WELL SOON

Des Hill is still in Frere Hospital (2 Dec) and hoping to be transferred to Port Alfred soon. Our
thoughts and prayers are with him and Joy in this very troublesome time. Joy is staying with her son
in Gonubie which is a great support for her. 

Mike Legg has had a mild stroke and has been transferred to St Georges in PE. We remember him
and Doreen and pray for his speedy recovery.

All of the best to you both. We look forward to seeing you back at the Clubhouse.

MANY THANKS

The Driveway

Most of us remember the quagmire that our clubhouse driveway became after the rains. I don't think
anyone actually got stuck, but it must have been a close thing for some. This is now a thing of the
past thanks to the hard work of Mike Legg, Rob Houston and Bruce Yendall. These guys procured
the concrete slabs and sand, transported them to the clubhouse, supplied and supervised the labour.
Many many thanks. Your contributions are greatly appreciated by all, including Pat Lee.

Vintage Petrol Pump

Many thanks to Bruce Yendall who has donated a vintage petrol pump, tyre pressure gauge and pipe
die set to the Club. Bruce says that he knows no history of the pump other than that his brother
Lionel, a keen member of the Grahamstown Motor Club, had it on his farm for many years.

Currently these relics are in the Museum and it is intended to strip, sandblast and undercoat them.
Johan Nel, one of our Grahamstown members, has kindly offered to restore these items to their
former glory as his contribution to the Club. See the Club outing write up last month.

Many many thanks to Bruce and Johan and, in anticipation, all who will help preparing these items
for restoration and final display in our Museum. Johan is due for shoulder surgery shortly so we will
not expect him to start until that operation has completely healed. We wish him a speedy recovery -
and not because we want his expertise any sooner!



Mercedes Benz Pictures

Mike Legg has kindly donated about 12 old pictures of Mercs. A4 sized, they will be framed and
displayed in the Museum. Many many thanks Mike. They will look great in our Museum.

INSPIRATION

"If I speak in the languages of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or
a clanging cymbal." - 1 Corinthians 13: 1, NIV.

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY

After the Volkswagen fiasco, motoring organisations all over the world are demanding an
investigation into software installed in BMWs to prevent the indicators working.

What's the good thing about Fords? They come out of the factory with the problem circled.
- above 2 picked off the internet. Am getting desperate! Ed

A wife texts her husband on a cold winters morning: "windows frozen, won't open..." 
He replies: "pour some luke warm water over them, and then gently tap it open..." 
Ten minutes later she replies: "computer totally dead now!"
- sent in by Matthew Gush from London
 

AVCMC CHRISTMAS LUNCH - 28 November 2015
article by George Armstrong
pictures by Rob Wallis

Twenty members and guests gathered at the museum on Saturday morning for the 
12 o'clock departure to Stanley's Restaurant near Kenton. Together with the two parties who went
straight to the venue that made a total of 26 people in all. Unfortunately only 6 old cars were in
evidence.

Dave Hawkins had organised a sheet of 6 photos taken along the route and we were to attempt to
identify the locations on the drive. This correspondent did not have much success though.

On arrival we were seated on the deck at
Stanley's and could enjoy the lovely view
over the Kariega river. It was pretty windy
and the screens were down which did
obscure the view a bit. After we were all
sorted and seated Joe welcomed us and
Roger said grace which was a first at a club
event in my experience. Packets of sweets
(very tasty ) were given out by Paulette to
further spoil us. 

The meal was up to Stanley's usual
standard and comprised a starter, main
course of roast meats and vegetables and a
selection of desserts followed by coffee.

A new idea of  each party contributing a small gift had been introduced by Dave and after we were
all comfortably replete members drew numbers and selected gifts in turn. According to Dave's rules



they could then insist upon exchanging the gifts with earlier recipients according to complex rules
which your correspondent did not fully comprehend. After some hilarity and horse trading the
process was finally completed.

In closing Joe thanked the three members who had organised the paving of the club driveway and
presented a bottle of whisky to Rob Houston who was the only one of the three present. On a sadder
note he also mentioned the three members who had died during the year and a brief silence was
observed.

Thanks to Dave Hawkins for organising a successful and enjoyable event.

Top: Charles and Bill; Marge and George.
Bottom: Eden; Joe.

CLUB WEBSITE www.avcmc.co.za
by Ron Gush

Yep, we have a web site. I think it is important to keep it going - keeps us visible to the world.

Go and have a look at it one evening when there is nothing on TV. Which, come to think of it, is most
evenings.



WARPED BRAKE DISCS
By Michael Grant

(I have bought many brake pads and discs, some fitted professionally, and NEVER has anyone
suggested bedding the brakes in so as to prevent judder. In fact, a few years ago, Ford wanted to
replace discs and pads at our cost at the first service on Pam's new Ikon. We refused. The judder
went away of it's own accord. Perhaps this article explains why... Most interesting!
Reprinted with permission from http://www.mossmotors.com/SiteGraphics/Pages/brake_discs.html 
Editor)

The typical situation: New pads are fitted to a new pair of brake discs. A week later there’s a vibration
or “judder” when the brakes are applied. A call to a mechanically inclined friend and an online search
offers the diagnosis—the brake rotors are warped. 

The diagnosis may be further verified by measuring the surface of the discs to see if they vary in
thickness. Some customers have the discs turned on a brake lathe to remove the high spots. That
stops the vibration, apparently proving that the discs were warped. Except that the symptoms come
back in a couple of weeks. 

Now the frustrated and disappointed customer calls Moss Technical Services or simply returns the
brake discs as defective. 

The fact is: The discs were never warped at all. Every warped brake disc that we’ve investigated with
the assistance of our suppliers shows uneven patches of friction material from the brake pads on the
surface of the disc. These patches cause variation in thickness (run-out) and the vibration under
braking. Brake manufacturers have been struggling to deal with this situation for years because
warped discs are so readily blamed for brake-related vibrations. 

To understand what’s taking place, let’s look at what happens when we step on the brake pedal. The
pads press against the surface of the disc, converting the energy of motion into the energy of heat
through friction. What you may not know is that there are two kinds of friction at work: abrasive and
adherent.

Feeling some shudder in the steering wheel when applying the brakes? Conventional wisdom says
that the rotors are warped, but really you might have a problem with friction material transfer. Don’t
worry, though, as the fix is relatively simple.
Abrasive Friction: According to Carroll Smith, author of “The Warped Brake Disc and Other Myths of
the Braking System,” abrasive friction involves breaking the crystalline bonds of both the pad
material and the cast iron of the disc. Breaking these bonds generates the heat of friction. In
abrasive friction, the bonds between the crystals of the pad material (and to a lesser extent, the disc
material) are permanently broken. 

The harder material wears the softer away, meaning the disc wears the pad. When we see the word
friction, it is abrasive friction that comes to mind. 

Adherent Friction: When brake pads press against the surface of the steel disc, some of the pad
material transfers directly to the surface of the disc forming a thin, uniform layer. The surface of the
steel disc and the surface of the brake pad become identical in composition. As the disc moves
between the pads, friction material transfers in both directions, breaking and reforming bonds at the
molecular level. This transfer of material in both directions is a normal and essential part of braking
friction. 

Pad Material: Brake pads all use a combination of abrasive and adherent friction during braking. Pad
material differs based on the manufacturer’s specifications, which are always attempting to balance
performance, wear, noise, and to a lesser extent, dust. There must be enough abrasive elements to



keep the disc surface clean, and the pads must provide uniform adherent friction material transfer to
the disc within the intended temperature range. 

Uneven Friction Material Transfer: Pads that are used beyond their intended temperature range will
cause problems. Pads can be heated to the point where they transfer friction material to the disc in
random, uneven patches. The thick and thin layers are not generally visible, but the driver can feel
vibration and measure it with a dial indicator. Modern brake pads are engineered with the best
possible combination of features, but they are still limited to their intended range of operating
temperatures. 

Pad Selection: Generally, there are street, performance and racing brake pads, and most quality
pads have broader temperature ranges than pads made 10 years ago. However, no street pads are
suitable for racing, and no racing pads are suitable for the street. Performance street pads are a
compromise—they’re more effective at low temperatures than racing pads and they can operate at
higher temperatures than street pads. 

Where to Start: If you have vibration under braking with new discs and pads, first eliminate the
obvious by making sure that the hub and wheel flange are flat, clean, and rust free. A minuscule
amount of run-out here will be magnified at the edge of the brake disc. Verify that disc mounting
hardware is in good condition, installed correctly, and tightened in the correct order according to the
recommended torque specification. 

Bedding-In Your Brakes 

When new pads and brake discs are fitted, the most important thing you can do to prevent problems
is to properly bed the brakes. This critical step is the initial transfer of friction material from the pad to
the disc forming a smooth, uniform layer. It establishes a foundation that’s essential for proper brake
performance. It minimizes the chance of laying down uneven, random patches of friction material
which will be felt as vibration when the brakes are applied. 

All high-performance discs and pads should come with installation and break-in instructions. The
procedures are similar for all major manufacturers. 

Since you don’t come to a complete stop during pad or disc break-in, you have to plan where and
when you do this procedure for safety purposes. If you come to a complete stop before the break-in
process is completed, there is a chance that nonuniform pad material transfer or pad imprinting will
take place, resulting in an irritating vibration during braking. 

Basic Bed-In Procedure:

1. After installing new disc rotors and/or brake pads, perform eight to 10 slowdowns applying
moderate pressure from about 30 to 40 mph (50 to 60 kph) without coming to a stop. 

2. Make an additional two or three slowdowns applying heavy pressure from about 40 to 45 mph (60
to 70 kph) without coming to a stop. 

3. DO NOT DRAG THE BRAKES. 

4. Allow at least 15 minutes for the brake system to cool down. 

5. While the car is at rest during cool-down, DO NOT APPLY THE BRAKES. If you do, material will
transfer from the pads to the rotor and probably give you braking vibration. 

After Brakes Are Bedded-In: 

At this point, your new disc rotors and/or pads are ready for normal use with a thin, uniform coating
of Friction material on the rotors. But the full process of building up the friction layer can take 190 to



300 miles (300 to 500 kms) depending on your driving style. There are two situations you should try
to avoid during that time, as they can ruin that fragile friction coating, requiring another round of
bedding-in.

Properly bedding in a new set of brake pads involves several hard brake applications followed by a
cool-off period.
First, if you drive gently over a period of time with little heavy braking, you can actually strip off the
necessary thin layer of friction material on the surface of the disc. This makes your brakes vulnerable
to problems again. You can restore it by repeating the bedding-in procedure. 

Second, if you have an incident where you are driving at high speed and have to brake hard coming
to a complete stop with your foot on the brake pedal, the pads will imprint on the disc surface,
transferring what seems like a hunk of friction material. This uneven material will cause vibration. 

You can generally get rid of the excess material with abrasive friction by repeating the bedding-in
process. If it’s a bad imprint and you can’t get rid of it this way, take your car to a shop with an on-car
brake lathe. This process returns the discs to dead flat and then you can re-bed. 

So bedding-in may not be a one-time deal, but it will work with patience. If you continue to have
trouble, contact Moss Technical Services. 
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Chairman: Joe Janssens 083 235 1101
Vice Chairman Rob Wallis 082 334 0354
Secretary / Treasurer: Shirley Martin 071 675 4570
Grahamstown Rep: Norbert Drager 046 622 6282 or 072 765 6448
Events Co-ordinator: Dave Hawkins 046 624 2215 or 082 453 2618
OD Inggs Co-ordinator: Bill Martin 071 509 0169
Fanmail Editor: Ron Gush 046 648 3186 or 083 272 1961
Member: Keith Schroeder 046 624 4114 or 082 412 3778

Other portfolio holders:
SAVVA rep and Vehicle Dating: Des Hill 083 228 6774

assisted by: Dave Hawkins 046 624 2215 or 082 453 2618
Webmaster: John Austin Williams

NOTICE

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor, the Club or its committee members.

CAR WANTED

I am looking for an MG A Roadster for restoration. Please can you let me know if you are aware of
anyone looking to sell one.

Alan Grant
Pietermaritzburg
Contact by email <GrantAA@eskom.co.za>



CARS FOR SALE

               
1965 MGB Roadster.

Bodywork completely stripped  to bare metal , all rust removed and treated before respray (2015).
New imported headlights, sidelights, rear lights, wipers and mirrors. Interior completely refurbished,
door panels recovered, dashboard removed and covered, all gauges refurbished, new centre
console with additional gauges. All fixing screws stainless steel, inertia reel seat belts.Windscreen
rubbers replaced, quarter light rubbers replaced, new door lock mechanisms. New tyres. PRICE
R120 000
Rob Wallis 082 334 0354 Kenton on Sea, Eastern Cape

MERCEDES BENZ 450 SL 
White, body in poor condition, interior very good, engine running, 53 000km on the clock, licenced.
R20 000. Contact Roger Darkes 082 373 8181

I pointed to two old drunks across the bar from us and told my friend, 
"That'll be us in ten years."

He looked askance and said, "That's a mirror, you idiot!"

Have a wonderful Christmas!

OK, so I did use that joke last year! But if you are anything like me you will have forgotten. It's a
good one anyway and bears repeating, I think. New ideas / jokes are always welcome. Ron





TAILPIPE
by Ron Gush

We have a winner! 

Last month I asked if anyone
could identify the old car pictured.

Peter Benyon phoned and told me that it is a 1938 Aero Willys.
Googled it and he is absolutely correct. The line of the gutter
sloping down from the top of the back door is a positive
diagnostic. As well as the funny head lights and pointy nose etc.
Peter recognised it immediately as he had often seen one in
Grahamstown driven / owned by a local builder, Andrew Carr.
For many years there was also a shell of one alongside the N2
to King Williams Town. Peter's brother told him that the
accountant for T.Birch & Co, Stanley Baldwin, owned one,
although Peter was not familiar with that car. All this was in the 50s when Peter was a  teenager. It
seems that they were not very common.

Nobody knew where I found this shell... It is in the Tankwa-Karroo National Park.

Classic & Sports Car Insurance Placements
“We Drive Classic Cars”

We insure them with Great Care.
Approved Broker: Mercedes-Benz Club South Africa

Tel: 031 701 0226   Cell: 082 781 4410
Email: pat@smythebros.com

A Division of Smythe Financial Services cc 
Authorised FSP No. 16054

email: olofmotorspares@telkomsa.net


