FOR YOUR DIARY
Date

Time

Event

Friday
1 May

09h00

Bathurst
Agricultural
Museum

Saturday
9 May

All Day

Knysna Motor
Show

Thursday
14 May

5 to 8pm

Saturday
16 May

13h30

Thursday 5 to 8pm
21 May
Saturday
30 May

Closed

Saturday 10h30 for
30 May
11am
7 - 11
June

4 day
event

Sunday
28 June

10h15

5-8
October

3 day
event

10 - 13
Dec

4 days

Story
Open day and potjie-kos competition.
We have been invited to display our old cars.
Meet at the Civic Centre to drive out in convoy. Wander
around, enjoy lunch and meet a whole lot of your friends.
Come, it's Workers Day so you have nobody to supervise!
Go if you are in the area.

Bill Jukes DVD Bill has kindly taken over the presentations.
International
Museum Day

Our museum will be open 2 to 4pm. There will be a
treasure hunt involving 5 museums in our area. Anyone
can enter. Collect an entry form from the PA Information
Centre at 13h30 and pay a small fee. Visit the museums,
fill in the clues and end up at the Agricultural Museum.
Contact Dave Hawkins on 082 453 2618 for more details.

Supper Night

Bring and Braai.

AVCMC
Museum
Kowie River
Festival

Go to the Kowie River Festival instead.
Meet in front of the Police Station to parade your old cars
through town.

Bill Milligan
This year it will be a spider rally from Graaff-Reinet.
Memorial Rally Details are on the EPVCC website. Officially, applications
are now closed but you might give Hannes Geyer a call on
0829004464 and chat to him.
Find the
Flippin' Foto
fun run

You will be given a route schedule and sheet of photos and
will be required to match the photos to spaces on the
schedule. No time limit. Open speedo. About 55km around
Kenton / Cannon Rocks area followed by BRING & BRAAI
at Rob Wallis's home. Meet at Robbies at the entrance to
Kenton for briefing at 10h30. 1st car to go at 10h45.
Phone Ron Gush 046 648 3186 or 083 272 1961
before Friday 26 June if you are coming.

SAVVA National Queenstown hosting this year. Diarise and GO if you can.
Rally
Details awaited.
Mzansi
International
Motor Show.
Port Elizabeth

Motoring extravaganza of various events including street
racing on Marine Drive. Events include Formula 1, super
trucks, karts, V8 series and Taxis.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
A hypnotist was visiting the old age home. He swung his antique pocket watch to and fro while
talking soothingly to the folk assembled in the community centre. As the swinging became slower
and the his voice more gentle, suddenly the watch chain broke. The watch fell to the floor, shattering
into pieces. "Shit!" said the hypnotist. It took 3 days to clean up the community centre.
Editor: I have a sneaky feeling that I have told that one before. Most of us are at an age when I can
get away with it! If you can tell me in which edition I told it, you win the big prize:
A back copy of Fanmail!

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

May

Gerda Kartenberg

1

Bruce Yendall

18

George Galbraith

22

Neville Koch

24

Bill Jukes

27

Mike Webber

27

Daphne McNeill

29

WE REMEMBER
We are sad to report that Brian Barker passed away on 16 April. Our deepest condolences are
extended to his wife, Cathy, and to their family.
Don Whittaker is in frail care at Damant Lodge and we wish him all of the best.
Roger Darkes is not well and may be facing surgery some time soon. We trust that all will go well.
Bill and Sylvia Jukes have had a tough time recovering from a car accident about 2 weeks ago. We
wish them both well and are thankful that they were in a good strong Volvo.

INSPIRATION
"Everyone thinks of changing the world but no one thinks of changing himself."

Leo Tolstoy

CLUB WEBSITE www.avcmc.co.za
by Ron Gush
Have a look at your website. Under Past Events you will find the report on the OD Inggs Memorial
run held last month. The photos are of better quality than those you got in the newsletter.
On the Articles page you will find The Winning Car article by Carel Buchner, also with a better quality
picture.
On the Articles page you will also find the latest copy of the Midland Car Club newsletter. It is full of
adverts and news of this not-so-distant club.
Many thanks to John Austin-Williams for maintaining our site for us free of charge. This service is
very much appreciated.

VISIT TO HI-TECH AUTOMOTIVE - 15 April
by Ron Gush
Members met at Robbies in Kenton and set off for Port Elizabeth. Turned right off the N2 towards St
Albans and found the factory quite easily.
18 visitors were met by Justin Price, son of the owner Jimmy Price. Justin guided us through the
facility, describing in detail the process of manufacturing exotic sports cars, from the tar up.

At over 37 000 square metres and employing up to 700 highly skilled craftsmen (currently 200) it is
one of the biggest specialised automotive manufacturing facilities in the world. It is regarded to be
"the world's foremost sports car manufacturer. The replicas are built to such a high standard that
they are accepted as classics." ref Cartorque, March 2006.
Cars produced include the Superformance MkIII (replica of the 427 Shelby Cobra), Noble M400,
Daytona Coupe, GT40 and Corvette Grand Sport.
I can not possibly relate the tour here, so these are simply my views. If you want more details, you
can Google "Hi-Tech Automotive" and visit several websites. And you should have been there.
The first and lasting impression is of exquisite quality. The attention to detail, in every part of the
process, was of the very highest standard. Watching some of the craftsmen at work was artwork in
action - welding chassis tubing, rubbing down fibre glass bodies, masking and spray painting,
welding stainless steel petrol tanks or machining wheel hubs. One just had to stop and watch! We
spoke to some of the workmen and women and all commented on how much they enjoy working
there. This was clear from their focussed attention to their work, and it was not necessary for them to
tell us that they took pride in their work and were having fun.
Regrettably no photography was permitted inside the factory.
While we were there, ESKOM hit with a rolling blackout. Within a minute the power was back on.
They run 3 generators producing 1.1MW and burning 160litres of diesel per hour. It is cheaper than
having the staff sitting around.
There are no production lines. The cars are hand built to each prospective owner's specification.
Final assembly takes place in a bay with 3 or 4 people doing the whole job. This gives the craftsmen
a sense of achievement and pride in the completed car. This is so very unlike what one sees on
moving assembly line, in a modern car factory!
If you missed this visit, you missed an incredible motoring experience!
Many thanks to Rob Wallis and Robin Duggan for arranging a most interesting visit.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Wedding Car Wanted:
Good day
We are getting married in Port Alfred on 11 July 2015 and are looking for a vintage vehicle for the
bride, do you know of anyone who can help us?
Kind Regards
Johan & Antoinette
Johan Weber - Condition Monitoring Technician
Tel: +27 17 826 9068 Fax: +27 86 520 3710 Cell: +27 72 471 3664
JWeber@mpact.co.za
Vroegeveld Farm Ermelo, Piet Retief
Mpumalanga

Classic & Sports Car Insurance Placements
“We Drive Classic Cars”
We insure them with Great Care.
Approved Broker: Mercedes-Benz Club South Africa
Tel: 031 701 0226 Cell: 082 781 4410
Email: pat@smythebros.com

email: olofmotorspares@telkomsa.net

A Division of Smythe Financial Services cc
Authorised FSP No. 16054

FOR SALE
1980 Lancia Beta-Beta Spyder 2.0 with original
Lancia alloys, removable resprayed hard top and
reclinable upholstered black soft top.
In immaculate condition with full spares including
motor and gearbox. Regularly serviced and used
on weekends. R35 000 o.n.o.
Phone 083 292 2752 or 084 306 5165

NOT AN ADVERT!
Useful contact sent in by Alistair Kennedy
CLASSIC CAR WINDSCREENS ARE AVAILABLE LOCALLY
The company known as Classic Windscreens is represented by Marianne Steyn. Her contact details
are: Tel. 060 471 4221 Fax: 086 775 5741 Email marianne@classicwindscreens.co.za

Classic Windscreens can supply locally manufactured, SABS quality approved, windscreens for
classic cars. They also have the option to include a silk screen or tint as well. If they do not have an
existing mould, they can create one provided that they are given an original windscreen that is still
intact (cracks are fine). They only supply the windscreen, no rubbers or fitting is included.

NOTICE
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor, the Club or its committee members.

COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Vice Chairman and SAVVA rep:
Secretary / Treasurer:
Grahamstown Rep:
Events Co-ordinator:
OD Inggs Co-ordinator:
Fanmail Editor:
Member:

TAILPIPE
by Ron Gush
ZZZZZZZ!

Charles Pellew
Des Hill
Shirley Martin
Norbert Drager
Rob Wallis
Bill Martin
Ron Gush
George Armstrong

046 624 4563 or 076 849 0549
083 228 6774
071 675 4570
046 622 6282 or 072 765 6448
046 648 2021 or 082 334 0354
071 509 0169
046 648 3186 or 083 272 1961
072 347 0924

