FOR YOUR DIARY
Date

Time

Event

Story

Thursday
13 Nov

5 to 8pm

Don's DVD

Thursday
20 Nov

5pm

Supper Night

Pizzas to be ordered on the night. Bring a couple of bucks.

Late Nov

?

Christmas
Lunch

Details will be emailed as soon as a venue and date have
been finalised.

Saturday
29 Nov

9am to
12 noon

AVCMC
Museum

Tuesday
16 Dec

9am to
12 noon

21 - 22
March

2 day
event

OD Inggs
Memorial Run

Sat
10 Jan

Morning

Anniversary
Breakfast

Every 2 Thursday during the noggin.
nd

Last Sat each month. Bring your old cars, if they are willing.

Crafters Market Come and park your car under the trees. Enjoy the natter
and a boerie or beer. Last year was a festive event.
Diarise the date, even if you do nothing else today.
As usual we will hold this event a week after the
anniversary date (3 Jan) - to give the annual visitors the
opportunity to leave town before we start whooping it up.
Time and venue to be advised in the next Fanmail.

CHEQUES are costing us R20 per cheque deposited. If you pay by cheque, for the OD Inggs or
subs or whatever, please add R20 to the required amount. Get to grips with internet banking!

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

November

Daan De Lange

4

Guy Mears

9

Schalk Van Der Merwe

9

David Pohl

11

Viv Jordaan

13

James McLean

20

Charles Pellew

30

GET WELL
We are sad to report that Don Lee has been back in hospital for an operation. Happily he is now
recuperating with his daughter. We wish you all of the very best Don.
Good to see Daphne McNeill up and about with ther new hip. Get well soon.

CLUB WEBSITE www.avcmc.co.za
by Ron Gush
This is YOUR website. Anything you would like to add, change? Any suggestions?

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY
He had been married for many years. One night his wife woke to find his side of the bed cold and
empty. She got up, followed the light under the door, and found him at the kitchen table, sobbing into
his whisky. "What on earth can be the matter?"
"Do you remember the time, when we were courting, and your father caught us on the back seat of
his Chev?"
"Of course I remember, how could I ever forget?"
"Well, do you remember that he threatened to lay charges and that I would get 20 years in jail?"
"Yes dear, I do. It was awful."
"Well I figured that I would have been let out today."

INSPIRATION
On Armistice Day, 1939, Lord Nuffield was accosted by a young poppy seller. "Ah!" she thought to
herself as she pinned the crimson emblem to his lapel, "a kind-looking old gentleman should be
good for a half-crown." But her prey thrust no coin into her tin; instead he fumbled for his fountain
pen and wrote out a cheque for one hundred thousand pounds!
Lord Nuffield was born William Morris. He worked hard, built bicycles, Morris and other cars and
became one of the world's richest and most generous men, donating huge sums to medicine and
charity. He always lived modestly, in a small house and retained a small old car.
And as we contemplate Remembrance Day, this month:
"This day they sleep so far away
Beyond our green-clad shires
They neither hear our songs of praise
Nor see our beacon fires.
They neither stir within their sleep
Nor turn nor rise to see
If we should hallow or make cheap
Their blood-bought victory.
This day they're deaf to all our praise
And blind to all our tears,
But deeds they did and dreams they dreamt
Shall haunt us down the years."

J.G.Patrick

(The above articles were taken from the Autumn 1977 edition of This England. While it is an English
publication, we are mindful that the sentiments apply to both sides in those dreadful conflicts.
Editor.)

SOUTHERN SUN / PORT ALFRED BEAUTY PAGEANT 2014
Article by George Galbraith. Pictures by Rob Wallis.
At 08h30 on Saturday 18 October 2014, the AVCMC lent its traditional support to this year’s
pageant, which assembled in the parking lot of Rosehill Mall on a fine, but increasingly windy earlysummer’s day.
The turnout was very good, with the usual banter and mutual admiration of cars, as the public
started to gather for what they thought was a car show. In the absence of any meaningful banners,
they could be forgiven. The planned 09h30 start of the procession to Takara’s, overlooking the
Duckpond, came and went, and finally began at 10h15.

When word went around that the organizers were asking us to extend the procession to include a
trip from Takara’s to Fish River Sun, adjustments were made to plans, as our participating members
good-naturedly co-operated.
Some notable attendees were Norbert Drager’s immaculate ‘Mars Rot’ 1977 VW 1303 Cabriolet
bought in Bayern, that he has owned from new; Dave Hawkins’ beautifully restored MG Magnette,
resplendent in maroon. This example is a 1955, 1500cc model; oldest of the day, Des Hill’s 1934
grey and black Plymouth (the car, that is) was temporarily pneumatically challenged, before the ‘flat’
tyre was re-inflated.
Then, Rob Wallis’ personalized, newly-refinished Colorado Red ‘65 MGB Roadster, Dave McNeill’s
dark blue, ‘aquatic’ 1957 Triumph TR3 and Hennie Nel’s fawn and dark blue, 1955 Daimler are just
some of the total of 16 cars that turned out; thank you.
The procession went well, with contestants enjoying some quaint, classical motoring (even if some
open cars had to stop and erect roofs against the wind) as part of their day’s quest.

KOWIE RIVER FESTIVAL - 24 October
by Ron Gush
This was the 125th anniversary of Port Alfred as a municipality. And a very festive occasion it was
indeed. Nineteen old cars gathered on the field opposite the Police station, together with
motorcycles young and old, old tractors and floats representing schools and businesses.
Departure on the parade around town seemed a bit haphazard but everyone got going in good
spirits. A very cosmopolitan crowd lined the streets and the event certainly boosts the community
spirit, across the races too. The aroma of boerie on skottels and bands playing added to the festivity.
The weather was good to us and by the shortness of the miniskirts, I would say that spring is
definitely in the air. This is something that one tends to notice when driven around in a flat sports
car. Rob had kindly given me a lift in his brightly polished MG - my Austin still undergoing road-tests.
Altogether a very pleasant outing.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Good day Ron,
Would like to compliment you and the team responsible for such a superb newsletter.
I read your magazine as often as I can lay my hands on it, some months it is just about impossible.
Therfore I would very much appreciate if you would be so kind as to add me to your mailing list. My
e-mail address is: reg.taylor@liquidityservices.com
Look forward to receiving it is due course.
With kind regards
Reg Taylor
Chairman VCCSA
082 4146207
www.vccsa.co.za
(Thanks Reg. You're on the list. Thanks also to the guys & gals who contribute to this rag - articles,
pictures, diary items, general encouragement and much more. Editor)

LIFE WITHOUT LEAD
Article sent in by George Armstrong, from the UK magazine Practical Classics dated Feb 2000.
Summarised and slightly adapted for RSA, by Ron Gush.
Leaded petrol was phased out long ago. What is the answer for cars needing protection?
1

The permanent fix is to have your cylinder head fitted with hardened valve seats. Expensive.

2

Approved fuel additives are the next best thing. Recommended are those that have passed
the stringent tests of the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. The list follows:
Superblend Zero Lead 2000
Carplan Nitrox 4-Star
Redline Lead Substitute
Castrol Valvemaster
Millers VSP Plus
also boosts octane
Carplan Nitrox 4-Plan
also boosts octane
Castrol Valvemaster Plus also boosts octane.
It is recommended that the products are not mixed as they are based on different chemicals.
Overdosing can lead to gumming up and sticking valve stems.
(Personally, I have been using unleaded petrol and Wynns Valve Guard. Ron)
3

In line or in tank catalysts are available (in UK) but none have been found to provide any
protection against valve seat recession.

4

Lead replacement petrol (LRP) is available but none has been independently tested and the
level of protection is not known. There is no British standard for LRP, so we can be fairly
confident that there is no standard in RSA either. In UK, experts agree that at least 12 ppm
potassium should be used. Only Shell (UK) confirm that they dose at this rate. Other leading
brands say that they "use more than 10ppm".

5

Doing absolutely nothing is a distinct possibility. Valve seat damage only occurs at above
3000 rpm. So, if you just potter around, you have no problem. Also, many cars are perfectly
happy running on unleaded petrol.

*** PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS ***

“Where thoughts become reality!”
www.marinecustoms.com
Email: marinecustoms2010@gmail.com
Hawkins Industrial
91 Alfred Road
Port Alfred
Rob Pattie 071 701 7580
For ALL of your boating needs

Classic & Sports Car Insurance Placements
“We Drive Classic Cars”
We insure them with Great Care.
Approved Broker: Mercedes-Benz Club South Africa
Tel: 031 701 0226 Cell: 082 781 4410
Email: pat@smythebros.com
A Division of Smythe Financial Services cc
Authorised FSP No. 16054

FOR SALE – OFFERS INVITED
Norton Dominator 1960 Deluxe 99
Most or all original parts available plus many unused parts

Hilton Davies in Cape Town
021 790 5567
083 277 5280

COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Vice Chairman and SAVVA rep:
Secretary / Treasurer:
Grahamstown Rep:
Events Co-ordinator:
OD Inggs Co-ordinator:
Fanmail Editor:
Member

Charles Pellew
Des Hill
Shirley Martin
Norbert Drager
Rob Wallis
Bill Martin
Ron Gush
George Armstrong

046 624 4563 or 076 849 0549
083 228 6774
071 675 4570
046 622 6282 or 072 765 6448
046 648 2021 or 082 334 0354
071 509 0169
046 648 3186 or 083 272 1961
072 347 0924

NOTICE
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor, the Club or its committee members.

TAILPIPE - AUSTIN OIL FILTER and other mayhem
by Ron Gush
Got the old Austin running sweetly again. You will remember that, after the high of coming 4th in the
Milligan etc., my relationship with my mistress began to deteriorate on our way home, with a
persistent rattle coming from the engine at certain throttle openings. The situation went from bad to
worse as dismantling revealed that white metal was detaching in chunks from no. 4 big end, the
exhaust valves were pitted and the clutch driven plate was cracked. I knew that the ring gaps were
far too big, from last time I'd opened it, so it was now time to fix that too. Likewise the generator
bearings which were talking to me, but that was small fry.
Advice was sought and the con rods sent to Basticks Engine Rebuilders in Cape Town, with my
measurement of the crankshaft journals. They did a lovely job, but not cheap at R1250 each plus
vat. But then this was for my mistress and cost is never an issue. That's Pam's view, quite correctly
of course. But pumping dirty, unfiltered oil through such pristine (expensive) bearings would have
been offensive. After seeking lots of advice, I sourced the necessary bits and pieces to fit a full flow
oil filter. There was one warning that this might over stress the oil pump due to additional pressure

required to drive oil through the filter element. So when she finally fired up and the oil pressure rose
normally, it was almost an orgasmic event. Given that foreplay (reassembly) had been going on, and
off, for several months, this was hardly surprising. In preparation, I'd pre-filled the oil filter with fresh
oil and, before replacing the spark plugs, hand cranked the engine in order to fill the piping. The
importance of good lubrication can not be over-emphasised. With Pam watching the oil pressure
gauge, I cranked and cranked but just could not get it up. Worked up a sweat, but not a flicker on the
gauge. Popped the plugs in, pulled the choke, two turns and she purred like a kitten!
I think that there is very little additional stress on that oil pump. The oil pressure relief valve, situated
before the filter, is set where it was before. The pressure gauge, after the filter, reads normally. Well,
with the nice new bearings, it is very much steadier that it was before. I suspect that the old
bearings, re-metalled for me by a chap in East London, were all defective from the start.
Exhaust valves were made by SAC Engineering in Vanderbijlpark, the valve seats refaced by ProTek Heads in PE, rings were sourced from Cords Piston Rings in Joburg, a piece of steel plate for
the clutch was acquired from LUK in PE and cut to shape by Lasertech and so on.

Oil pump not yet installed in left picture.
Oil pressure relief valve can be seen at top left and centre left in the L and R pics respectively.
Next time I open the sump I will replace the 2 brass elbows with soldered copper bends. Ah well, one
learns as one goes.

