Contact with other Clubs in the Eastern Cape.
Over the past year attempts have been made to have more social and competitive interaction with
our neighbouring clubs in the Eastern Cape. It is unfortunate that no interest has been shown to
consider the proposal of an elite inter club competition with the 6 top competitors of their respective
clubs participating in a prestigious annual event.
However SAVVA clubs do support our annual O.D. Inggs Memorial Regularity Run and this is greatly
appreciated.
The Annual O.D. INGGS Regularity Run
The 17th running of this run was held on the week end of Saturday the 22nd and Sunday the 23rd of
March 2014.
Congratulations to Garth Todd of the EPVCC being the overall winner over the two day event.
The AVCMC took the interclub trophy. This was due to the efforts of Ron and Pam Gush, Des Hill
and Matthew Gouws, Keith and Barbara Schroeder and Dave and Daphne McNeill who finished 2nd,
4th, 5th and 6th respectively.
I thank the hard working Inggs Committee for their support and without their assistance this event
would not have taken place and been the success it turned out to be.
AVCMC Website
Our club opened its own website during November 2013. This would not have happened without an
approach made by “JAWS”, John Austin Williams, who set the website up for the club and for his
efforts and advice to bring the site to life. Also to Ron Gush who forwards items of interest
on to John.
Please remember this is our website and everyone’s inputs are welcome to keep the site alive with
items of club and motoring interest. Your contributions are needed. In this regard please work
through the committee or in particular Ron Gush.
Drive for Members
In the Chairman's March report I touched on the need to encourage 'young' people to join our club.
I am sure that there are young men and women out there who do not know of the Club's existence or
of its regular activities. New and younger members must be sought and brought into the club.
Outgoing Committee
In terms of the club’s constitution, clause 5 (a) reads as follows;
“the management of the Club will be invested in the Committee consisting of not less than four and
not more than ten members,
Clause 5(b):
"Up to a maximum of 3 persons of the Committee to retire by rotation at each Annual General
Meeting, (the order of rotation to be settled by the Committee by agreement or by lot). They will
however be eligible for re-election if they so desire.”
Bill Martin, Ron Gush and George Armstrong are retiring from the Committee. Ron and Bill will make
themselves available for re-election to serve on the committee for another year. Bill however will not
be available as the events co-ordinator but has offered his services to take charge of the Inggs for
2015.
I would like to thank the 2013/2014 committee for their contributions over the year and in particular
to Shirley Martin who holds the position of Secretary and Treasurer, and to Ron Gush who produces
and edits our monthly newsletter, the Fan Mail. This is also appreciated.

During the past club year a number of our members have been occupied with the restoration, rebuilding and the acquisition of old cars. The list set out below is testimony to this.
Restorations in Progress
Bill Martin
:
1947 Morris 8E
Dave Hawkins
:
1957 MGA
Matthew Gouws
:
1955/56 MGA
Rob Mears
:
1950/52 MG TD
Neville Koch
:
1939 Chevrolet Opera Coupe
Graham Samuels :
1934 Chevrolet Master Sport (only 8 right hand drives ever built)
:
1937 Hillman Magnificent for Spencer Hill
Mike Legg
:
1969 MG 1300
Don Johnson
:
1948 MG TC
:
1938 Austin 7
:
1947 MG TC
Acquisitions
Dave Hawkins
Dave McNeill
Mike Legg
Keith Schroeder

:
:
:
:

1934 Singer Le Mans
1957 Triumph TR3
1937 Morris 8
1980 Datsun 280 ZX

Completed Restoration and Rebuild
Mike Knight
:
1950 MG TD
If I have left anyone out, please accept my apologies.
Events Over the Past Year
The Club had regular events throughout the year.
A week-end outing was held to Craddock. Cars were displayed at the Bathurst Agricultural Show,
the annual Cricket Pineapple Week, and the local Crafts Market.
The highlights of the social year were the annual birthday breakfast and the annual Christmas lunch.
The opening of the museum on the last Saturday of the month is open to the public from 09h00 to
12h00. There are vintage and veteran cars, a truck as well as a variety of motor cycles.
The Club also participated in “International Museum Day”, our museum being one of the 5 regional
museums chosen to participate. This took place on Saturday, the 17th of May.
More recently George Armstrong donated an Auster aircraft engine to the museum which is now on
display.
Every Thursday evening members meet at the clubhouse for a chat and noggin.
The monthly committee meeting is held on the third Thursday of the month followed by Ladies Night,
where wives of the members gather around a braai or on occasion enjoy a pizza evening.
On the second Thursday of the month members watch documentaries on cars of interest.
Monthly events are organised by Bill who has been the events manager for the past few years as
well as being the Chief Marshall for the 2014 O.D. INGGS.
The Club enjoys wonderful clubhouse facilities and my thanks are extended to Don Lee for making
his premises available for Club use.

Chairman's Annual Award
This is the Annus Horribilis for the Chairman. There are so many deserving members of this
prestigious award, not only is it a difficult task to choose the candidate but more difficult to overlook
other deserving candidates.
{Extract from the minutes of the AGM: .......several deserving cases were considered including Bill
Jukes for production of the 2014 calendars, Shirley Martin who holds position of Secretary &
Treasurer and for input on the O D Inggs, Bill Martin for representing the club 2 years ago at the
SAVVA AGM and his contribution to the O D Inggs, Len Whittal for his untiring input as the scorer of
the OD Inggs over the years, Don & Pat Lee for their continued generosity in providing the club with
a clubhouse. The award was made to Ron Gush for his production of the monthly Fanmail, his
contribution to setting up our web site, his 2nd place in the Inggs and 4th place in the Milligan.
The Clubman Trophy (formerly Attendance Trophy): Calculated on a points system by Des Hill.
The trophy was awarded to Charles Pellew.}
Charles Pellew
Chairman – July 2013/July 2014
{Editors note: I was very surprised to find that I had been awarded the Chairman's Trophy in
absentia! It is very gratifying when one's efforts are appreciated but I am mindful that there are
others who work very hard for the club - Thank you Charles. But recognition must also go to Pam,
who often proof reads Fanmail before publication and corrects my grammar and content etc. Pam is
also my rally navigator and she really enjoys the fact that I have got to listen to her! She is an
excellent navigator and most of the credit for our success is due to her sharp calculations and clear
instructions. On the rally issue, credit must also go to Neville and Sue Koch who, on the 2013
Milligan, gave us some very useful advise which has proved most helpful. Ron Gush}

FOR YOUR DIARY
Date

Time

Event

Thursday
14 Aug

5 to 8pm

Don's DVD

Thursday
21 Aug

5pm

Supper Night

Saturday
30 Aug

9am to
12noon

AVCMC
Museum

Last Sat each month. Bring your old cars, if they are willing.

20 – 24
Sept

5 days

OverDrive
Festival

5 day motoring extravaganza at several venues around PE.
For info go to www.overdrivefestival.co.za

Wed
24 Sept
Friday
24 Oct

Story
Every 2nd Thursday during the noggin.
Depending on Don's recovery / health.
Bring and Braai.

Rosehill Festival Cars are requested for display / parade. Watch this space.
Heritage Day.
Kowie River
Festival

Cars are requested for display / parade. Watch this space.

SUBS:
There are still some members who have not paid up. Don't get grumpy when your Fanmail stops
arriving faithfully every month. Subs remain unchanged for this year. That means only R150 for full
membership, R60 for Associate and R20 for Juniors. Pay up and get a free membership card,
friendship, camaraderie, advice (wanted and un) and much much more.

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

August

Eden Bradfield

4

Dave McNeill

4

Don Johnston

10

Nikki Whittal

11

Bill Martin

14

Norbert Drager

16

Len Whittal

24

Margie Whittal

30

GET WELL SOON
We have all been most concerned to hear that Don Lee had a stroke and was hospitalised in ICU in
Johannesburg. However we are very pleased and thankful that his operation was successful and
that he is now recovering at home in Port Alfred. Get well soon, Don. We miss you in your corner
next to the bar.

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to new members Charles Devenish, George Guest, Pat Smythe and Myrna Pellew. We
hope that you will enjoy the club facilities and activities and contribute where you feel that you can.
Welcome back also to George Armstrong who left us for England for a while. And he decided to
come back even before their winter set in.... Good on you George!

CLUB WEBSITE www.avcmc.co.za
by Ron Gush
Well, I've been in Namibia for a month and have been completely off line. We left the website in
JAW'S capable hands and I trust it is still up and running. Please check it out.
See details of the Claudi Van Rooyen Memorial Tour hosted by OFS Veteran Car Club.

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY
Never buy a car you can't push.
Philemon: What is the name of your car?
Lady: I forgot the name, but it starts with 'T'.
Philemon: Oh, what a strange car, starts with Tea. All cars that I know start with petrol.
Customer: I have a problem. A friend has put a screen saver on my computer, but every time I move
the mouse, it disappears.

INSPIRATION
It is better to debate a question without settling it than to settle a question without debating it.
Joseph Joubert
Enjoy life now, it has an expiry date!

from Joe Janssens

VISIT to EAST LONDON MERCEDES BENZ ASSEMBLY PLANT
by Joe Janssens
Thursday 26 June @ 6h15 on a mild dark morning, 13 of our members left Port Alfred in two vehicles
for a tour of the Mercedes Factory in East London. Bruce Yendall and Dave Hawkins offered to
transport the group in their respective vehicles. Three members from Grahamstown joined the group
in EL.
On our arrival our tour guide introduced himself and after registration we were treated to muffins,
coffee, tea and cool drinks. The group was then taken to one of the pressrooms where our host,
Simphiwe, gave us a welcome talk and a presentation about the factory history and new plant where
the new C205 models are built. The new plant produces 300 cars a day. Right and Left Hand cars
are produced, of which 20% are for local sales and 80% are for export to the US, Africa and Europe.
Our tour started with the body assembly section where all body components are welded together. All
the parts are imported from Germany except the middle section of the floor, which is pressed in
Pretoria. Once a day a complete body is taken off the line and x-rayed to detect eventual defects.
99% of the welding is done by robots, some of them accomplishing 2 or 3 different functions. The
whole plant is equipped with 480 robots. This is double the number from the previous plant. To weld
2 different materials, laser welding is used.
Once the body frame is completed, the doors are fitted and the whole body goes to the paint plant,
on an overhead conveyer belt, where it is first dipped and then painted.
The doors are then removed and the complete pre assembled power train assembly (engine,
gearbox and suspension) is fitted to it. The car is then channelled to the assembly line where the
windscreens, dashboard and seats are fitted.
The matching doors which were previously removed are fitted and the door panels assembled.
The completed car is now subjected to various mechanical and safety checks before despatching to
the storage area for shipping.
The plants runs on 2 x 8 hour shifts per day, resulting in 1 car produced every 3 minutes. This is half
the time of the previous plant.
The group was then taken to the truck assembly plant. There all components, including fully painted
cabins, are fully imported and assembled.
The tour took about 2 ½ hours. The group then split up and after a lunch stop returned safely to
base.
Again a big thanks to Bruce and Dave.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Hi guys,
First of all, what a great website and source of info.
Between my father and I we currently own various motorcycles from 1928 onwards.
My father bought a 1934 BSA W34-8 in 1972 and had many happy years riding her in various time
trial events including the infamous DJ Rally. However whilst in storage a crucial part went "missing".
Namely the complete engine. The frame number is B4 1236 and the engine number is B8 425.
I have been searching high and low with-in JHB for the past 8 years and have now given up. I now
need to look in all areas of our country and hope that you would be able to assist me. I am in need of
a cylinder head, rocker box and timing gears.

The rest of the bike is complete: wheels, tank, frame, forks, gearbox, headlight, solo seat. Even
spares at this point would help in contributing to the complete assembly. If you could circulate this
email amongst your members and in your newsletter I would really appreciate it.
Also in need of 1928 BSA 500 spares, namely the tank, clutch, timing sprockets, etc...
Any help will be appreciated.
Sincerely
Jaycee van Rooyen, Johannesburg 011 493 8433 / 082 792 7333
(Editor: I have a few photos if anyone can help)

SOME PICS FROM AUSTRALIA
Sent by our rambling Chairman - Charles Pellew
From Hervey Bay, Queensland:

The 1927 Chev (top left) is driven 120km per day. The 1929 Morris Cowley (top right) is driven daily
and is for sale at A$19000 + shipping A$2400. It is in excellent condition and comes with spare
engine and gearbox. Any buyers?

1927 One Ton Charabanc

*** PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS ***

“Where thoughts become reality!”
www.marinecustoms.com
Email: marinecustoms2010@gmail.com
Hawkins Industrial
91 Alfred Road
Port Alfred
Rob Pattie 071 701 7580
For ALL of your boating needs

CARS WANTED FOR WEDDINGS
Brad Ford is looking for a nice classic car for his wedding in October in Kasouga.
Please contact him directly on his cell 076 398 4771 or email: bford@alltech.com
Stacia Isaacs would like a vintage Mercedes Benz (preferably) for her wedding in the Port Alfred
area. Please contact her directly by email: staciaisaacs@yahoo.com

COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Vice Chairman and SAVVA rep:
Secretary / Treasurer:
Grahamstown Rep:
Events Co-ordinator:
OD Inggs Co-ordinator:
Fanmail Editor:
Member

Charles Pellew
Des Hill
Shirley Martin
Norbert Drager
Rob Wallis
Bill Martin
Ron Gush
George Armstrong

046 624 4563 or 076 849 0549
083 228 6774
071 675 4570
046 622 6282 or 072 765 6448
046 648 2021 or 082 334 0354
071 509 0169
046 648 3186 or 083 272 1961

NOTICE
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor, the Club or its committee members.

SAVVA TECH TIP 87 - 6 to 12 volt conversion
Fanmail does not print Tech Tips any more - you can read them on the SAVVA web site.
This one is very very good.

TAILPIPE - Van Zyl's Pass
by Ron Gush
Read Go! or Drive Out magazines or talk to any serious 4x4er and the name Van Zyl's Pass raises
visions of scraped bellies of Landcruisers, invokes raw fear or excitement depending on the
individual, or just plain "why would anyone want to go there?" Pam and I were on it because it is the
direct route between two very interesting places that we wanted to see: Epupa Falls and the
Marienfluss. Both very remote places in one of the last wilderness areas in southern Africa, the
Kaokoland in the north western corner of Namibia.
We had joined a tour organised by Bhejane. That means that we used our own 4x4, and Bhejane put
up tents, provided all food, arranged camp sites and guided the participants through the trip. Our
tour guide Phil Van Wyk was really good - I would do another tour with him any time. The Chef,
Harry - would be called Harry Potter as we got to know him better - had 2 helpers and their tasks
included setting up camp before we arrived and cooking 3 great meals per day.
All in all, we did 654km on single track. The track included sandy river beds, rocky steep up and
down mountain passes and everything you can imagine, including Van Zyl's Pass.
The pass itself is only 10.3km long. It took our convoy of 11 vehicles all morning, 5 hours, to do it. At
one point another vehicle following us hooted. No doubt we were taking too long for his liking and
there is absolutely no way to overtake anything. Harry Potter dryly commented that hooting was not
clever. "In Africa you must be nice to everyone. You never know when you might need some help."
The pass is steep and rocky, many sections requiring low ratio 4x4 and sometimes diff lock too. It is
beautiful but bleak desert mountain scenery. After a few km you realise that there are no more
mountains ahead. Just nothing. Then suddenly you come to the lookout point and 600metres below
lies the Marienfluss - a vast plain of thin yellow grass and red sand that stretches on for ever. Well,
not quite. The plain is bounded by great majestic mountains, and slopes gently north to the Kunene
river.
You have to get down those 600metres to the plains. This part, known as Die Trappe or The Steps,
is one way. Only a Unimog or Caterpillar tractor would go up. It is very steep. I watched the first 2 or
3 vehicles go down. Phil was guiding the drivers as it was not possible to see over the bonnet onto
the track ahead. At one point the track was so steep that one back wheel lifted off the ground. So I
was expecting that when it was my turn. What I was not expecting was the adrenalin rush as it
happened. It felt as if the bakkie was teetering on the brink of flipping over forwards. Which I
suppose it was. But the Isuzu handled it impeccably and did not scrape it's belly anywhere.
Lunch, and a cold beer, at the bottom of Van Zyl's Pass was very welcome and full of stories.

