In 1937 the lead car was lapping at over 190km/h and the highest speed recorded down the main
straight was 320km/h. In this race there were tyre problems, a broken wheel hub and blown motors.
This race was won by Fairfield in an ERA.
The crowd attendance for this race was 70000 appreciative spectators.
The outbreak of World War Two put an end to a magnificent era in South African motor sport, but
grand prix racing was set to return to these shores at a new purpose-built circuit in East London in
1960 and '61 as non championship events, then part of the F1 Calendar in 1962.”
This is a remarkable achievement for South Africa's motor racing history.
In the modern, sophisticated F1 cars reach 320km/h, plus a little more down the main straight.
All of the best
Charles

FOR YOUR DIARY
Date

Time

Event

Story

8 – 12
June

5 days

Thursday
12 June

5 to 8pm

Don's DVD

Thursday
19 June

5pm

Supper Night

Saturday
28 June

9am to
12noon

AVCMC
Museum

Thursday
26 June

All day

17 July

6pm

AGM

AVCMC Clubhouse. Snacks, wine (R&W) and fruit juice will
be provided. SUBS are due - see note below.

20 – 24
Sept

5 days

OverDrive
Festival

5 day motoring extravaganza at several venues around PE.
For info go to www.overdrivefestival.co.za

Milligan Vintage Sunday, register in PE. Mon to Thur, rally to Oudtshoorn
Trial and Tour and spider from there. See EPVCC website for details.
Every 2nd Thursday during the noggin.
Pizza evening. Get there early to place your order.
Last Sat each month. Bring your old cars, if they are willing.

Visit Mercedes Joe Janssens is arranging the trip. Please contact him if
Benz factory, you are interested - 083 235 1101. By 12 June noggin at
East London very latest. First 15 get seats on the bus.

SUBS: Your committee has decided that subs are to remain unchanged for the coming year.
That means only R150 for full membership, R60 for Associate and R20 for Juniors. Pay up and get a
free membership card, friendship, camaraderie, advice (wanted and un) and much much more.

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

June

Johan Nel

1

Andy Alston

4

Graham Samuel

19

David Dicken

24

CONDOLENCES
We extend our condolences to the family of Errol Michell who passed away recently. Both Errol and
Bill Odendaal were highly active members of the vintage car scene, very successfully organising the
Milligan Rally for many years. It is interesting that they both attended the same high school, then
worked together in the petroleum industry, were rally partners, both belonged to the EPVCC, enjoyed
a good party and finally passed away within a few days of each other.

CLUB WEBSITE www.avcmc.co.za
by Ron Gush
There are Links on our website, that will take you to other websites. In particular, I draw your
attention to the SAVVA website. There you can find Technical Tips and this month No 85 is
particularly good. About Axle stands and the hazards of lifting a car. Read it.
There are also adverts out there for anything your heart desires. Well, maybe you have to surf a
little.

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY
Sign outside a church:
“Hoot if you love Jesus. Text if you want to meet Him.”
An archaeologist is a man whose career lies in ruins.
Somebody sent me this coaster, right. I hope they do not
have some passenger in mind for my Austin.........

INSPIRATION
"Security is mostly superstition. Avoiding danger is no safer in the long run than outright exposure.
Life is either a daring adventure, or nothing."
Hellen Keller

"When love beckons to you, follow him,
Though his ways are hard and steep.
And when his wings enfold you yield to him,
Though the sword hidden among his pinions may wound you.
And when he speaks to you believe in him,
Though his voice may shatter your dreams
as the north wind lays waste the garden.
For even as love crowns you so shall he crucify you.
Even as he is for your growth so is he for your pruning.
Even as he ascends to your height and caresses your tenderest branches that quiver in the sun,
So shall he descend to your roots and shake them in their clinging to the earth.
Like sheaves of corn he gathers you unto himself.
He threshes you to make you naked.
He sifts you to free you from your husks.
He grinds you to whiteness.
He kneads you until you are pliant;

And then he assigns you to his sacred fire, that you may become sacred bread for God's sacred
feast.
All these things shall love do unto you that you may know the secrets of your heart, and in that
knowledge become a fragment of Life's heart.
But if in your fear you would seek only love's peace and love's pleasure,
Then it is better for you that you cover your nakedness and pass out of love's threshing-floor,
Into the seasonless world where you shall laugh, but not all of your laughter, and weep, but not all of
your tears.
Love gives naught but itself and takes naught but from itself.
Love possesses not nor would it be possessed;
For love is sufficient unto love.
When you love you should not say, "God is in my heart," but rather, "I am in the heart of God."
And think not you can direct the course of love, for love, if it finds you worthy, directs your course.
Love has no other desire but to fulfill itself.
But if you love and must needs have desires, let these be your desires:
To melt and be like a running brook that sings its melody to the night.
To know the pain of too much tenderness.
To be wounded by your own understanding of love;
And to bleed willingly and joyfully.
To wake at dawn with a winged heart and give thanks for another day of loving;
To rest at the noon hour and meditate love's ecstasy;
To return home at eventide with gratitude;
And then to sleep with a prayer for the beloved in your heart and a song of praise upon your lips."
From The Prophet, by Kalhil Gibran

BRAAI AT ROB WALLIS' PAD - Sunday 25 May
article by Ron Gush, pictures by Rob Wallis (with a few by Ron)
Six classics and several modern cars assembled at the Civic Centre and headed west in convoy at
11h00. Dee met them at the entrance to Kenton and led them to Rob's place. Not that it is a difficult
place to find, just a bit confusing, and we didn't want anyone missing the braai and driving around
our potholes (ahem, I mean streets) all day. Eventually the count rose to 9 old cars - the Kenton
contingent arriving later. Nice to see the Grahamstown branch, represented by Peter and Diana
Benyon in their immaculate Triumph TR2.

The lineup parked outside.

The two Triumphs: TR3 and TR2.
We wanted the 4 owners in the pic,
but Peter and Diana had disappeared.

Dave, Bill and Robin at the fires.

Robin, Gill and Myrna - like dassies, enjoying
the sun
Chairman Charles welcomed everybody and
thanked Rob and Dee for opening their beautiful
home to us, and for preparing fires and setting
tables and chairs and making salads and garlic
bread and more.
He congratulated past-chairman Bruce on his
80th milestone last month and he suggested that
interested members contribute a little something
towards a present. Our Treasurer, Shirley, is
collecting.

Sylvia, Bill and Des.

Guy, Doreen, Shirley, Joy, Barbara, Keith.

And just because I still have a bit of space on this page, I
thought I'd better include these three handsome dudes.

*** PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS ***

“Where thoughts become reality!”
www.marinecustoms.com
Email: marinecustoms2010@gmail.com
Hawkins Industrial
91 Alfred Road
Port Alfred
Rob Pattie 071 701 7580
For ALL of your boating needs

CARS FOR SALE
1968 Dodge pickup, 4.3litre. Good condition. R40 000 neg.
1964 MG Midget. Good condition. R55 000 neg.
Contact Dalton Philips 072 949 9219

Morris Minor, bought as a student vehicle for their
son. He only used it for 6 months. Not sure about the
year model - possibly 1957, with 5112 miles on the
clock. Very good condition and in Pretoria.
Asking R 35 000. Contact Hester Robinson email
hesterrobinson@gmail.com

COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Vice Chairman and SAVVA rep:
Secretary / Treasurer:
Grahamstown Rep:
Events Co-ordinator:
Fanmail Editor:

Charles Pellew
Des Hill
Shirley Martin
Norbert Drager
Bill Martin
Ron Gush

046 624 4563 or 076 849 0549
083 228 6774
071 675 4570
046 622 6282 or 072 765 6448
071 509 0169
046 648 3186 or 083 272 1961

NOTICE
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor, the Club or its committee members.

TAILPIPE
by Ron Gush
If you drive to Joburg, you can take several different routes. Straight up the N10 and N1 if you are in
a hurry. Or you can go via Aliwal North, Fouriesburg etc. Or to the west via De Aar and Kimberley.
But my most favourite route by far is via Lesotho to Joburg. Pam and I did this in April, and also a
year or two ago. Sleep the first night in Underberg. Have a good breakfast of bacon and eggs and
head up Sani Pass. You need a 4x4, and passports. It is a beautiful pass and not technically difficult.
Have a cup of coffee at the highest pub in Africa. Or a beer, but beware, the altitude (about 2800m
up) compounds the effect and you just might find yourself spending the night up there.
As you leave Sani Top, you notice a little stream, about a meter wide at first. It amuses me to think
that, if you pee into that stream, it will flow out at Alexander Bay. Some via the Vaal river, and thus
through a few Johannes-burghers, and some via the Orange.
They are currently tarring the road from Sani Top to Mokhotlong. There were lots of Chinese trucks
and earth moving machines. We drove through falling snow on the highest passes (3200m). In
Mokhotlong, we slept at the Senqu Hotel. Don't let first appearance put you off. The Senqu (which is
the Sotho name for the nearby river which, further down stream, we call the Orange) is definitely not
what one expects in SA. But the service is very friendly, the rooms are clean and the food is good.
It's an easy 1 day drive from Mokhotlong via Fouriesburg to Joburg. Much of the tarred road is above
3000m and there was snow along most of the high ground. But it is slow going. Warning signs for
sharp bends, and there are many, are few. Gradients are steep, very steep. You pass the Letsing
diamond mine, Oxbow Lodge, Afriski resort and numerous villages. It is a beautiful road. Friendly
people. Beautiful, tough country. Not for sissies.
Add it to your bucket list.

