FOR YOUR DIARY
Date

Time

4 to 6
April

??

Thursday
10 April

5 to 8pm

Don's DVD

Thursday
17 April

5pm

Supper Night

Saturday
26 April

9am to
12noon

AVCMC
Museum

8 – 12
June

5 days

17 July

Event

Story

Bathurst Show Free entry for driver +1. Park under the trees.
Details will be emailed when available.
Every 2nd Thursday during the noggin.
Bring and Braai. All welcome. Bring your own drinks and
food.
Last Sat each month. Bring your old cars, if they are willing.

Milligan Vintage Sunday, register in PE. Mon to Thur, rally to Oudtshoorn
Trial and Tour and spider from there. See EPVCC website for details.
AGM

AVCMC Clubhouse

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

April

Donald Whittaker

2

Peter Benyon

5

Joe Janssens

15

George Armstrong

16

Trevor Hoole

17

Ron Gush

21

Dave Hawkins

23

Glenn McCreath

27

Juergen Kartenberg

29

SOCIAL
Roger Darkes has had major surgery and is recuperating at home. Good to see him at the start of
the OD Inggs.
Koela Coetzer has had a hip replacement and is recovering at home.
We wish them both all of the best and a speedy recovery. Take care.

CLUB WEBSITE www.avcmc.co.za
Quite fascinating is the usage of our website:
Visits = all visitors to the site

Hits = files requested

Dec 2013

125

2299

Jan 2014

152

2069

Feb 2014

170

2304

Even more intriguing is that most visits are from South Africa, followed by Morocco, USA, UK and
China in that order! China has downloaded by far the most data.

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY

Dancing cheek to cheek could be called floor play.

CARS ON THE CRICKET FIELD – Monday 17 March
by Ron Gush
I think our club is growing. No less than 17 cars turned out at rather short notice. And a very nice
variety of cars they were too. Not seen in many years, there were two rows of cars parked on the
field. OK, so I guess that most of them were already prepared and polished (like mine) for the OD
Inggs next weekend. Anyway it was a very good turn out and a pleasant outing.
Here are some of the dudes and dames gathered in the street preparing for the drive around.

It was getting dark by the time we parked. See the AVCMC website for more pics by Brett Galbraith.

Ross Purdon gave an entertaining history of the Pineapple Tournament, which has now been going
for 110 years. Tonight was “Seniors Night” where past cricketers attended and were remembered –
which is where we came in with our golden oldie cars. The cars attracted a lot of attention, not bad
given that they were competing for attention with a very active bar and a bevy of lovely barmaids.

INSPIRATION
“This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: so
that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God
didn't go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how
bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again.”
John 3 verses 16 and 17, from “The Message” by Eugene H. Peterson.

BUCO HARDWARE - OD INGGS MEMORIAL RUN – 22 to 23 March
by Ron Gush, with help from Matthew Gouws taking pictures
Over 45 people gathered on Friday evening at the Clubhouse for a bring and braai. Visitors came
from as far as Cape Town, Kimberley, Joburg and Plett. Old friendships were renewed, new
friendships made and all topics discussed from past rallies to water pumps and prostrate problems.
Saturday dawned bright and clear. It was very good to see Roger and Sue Darkes at the start. Roger
has not been well, has had surgery and is recuperating at home. Good also to see Gill Wilson,
helping George as marshall. We remember Allan as a fiesty past member. 22 cars were prepared
and scrutineered for the run.

Hot weather had been forecast and this time they
got it right. Big time! The north east wind came
down like a blast furnace and max temperatures in
the low forties were reported from Nanaga and
Bathurst. Nevertheless the cars set off bright eyed
and bushy tailed from Rosehill Mall from 08h31,
heading for Grahamstown. It wasn't long before
some cars were protesting with either boiling
radiators or vaporising petrol. The head wind into
Grahamstown helped, albeit a very hot wind. Left
turn onto the N2 and racing down Howison's Poort
to catch up time lost on the hills. Left towards
Salem / Kenton-on-Sea, hoping that the downhill would drop the temperature gauge a bit but the
following wind kept it soaring. Right turn towards Nanaga where we stopped for lunch at the farm
stall. The air conditioned restaurant was heavenly, and I mentioned that I could happily sit there all
afternoon. But my navigator was having none of that. After a few very welcome drinks and a pie, we
were off, up the hill and onwards to Grahamstown.
There were a number of incidents on the route and Dave and Christiane Dicken were kept busy in
the sweep truck. Ed and Paula Johnston withdrew their A55 with fuel pump problems. Dave and
Delene Hawkins MGB blew a welsh plug. Dave Alexander and Di Dugmore's 1928 Austin 7 Ulster
suffered battery/charging failure and was towed to Stones Hill. Cliff and Lorraine's MG TD was towed
to Bathurst with petrol vaporisation. Bruce Yendall's Chev required assistance getting up Howison's
Poort, also with petrol vaporisation. During the morning, Peter Fulton received sad news that his
mother had taken a bad turn and he withdrew to go to her in PE. Sadly, she passed away during the
night and we extend our condolences to Peter and his family. Div and Wilma De Villiers withdrew,
finding the day simply too long and hot. Quite a few of us felt like doing that!
The run into Grahamstown sorted the men from the
boys, car-wise of course. I was amazed how well the
Austin Ten performed, overtaking several cars
(whose drivers shall remain nameless in order to
save face) on the hills and being overtaken on the
flats. Only going up Howison's Poort did I have to
throttle back and gear down in order to keep the
temperature gauge in check! John Pringle said that
his Citroen 2CV was not coping with the hills, but I
have to say that I never caught sight of him – I
started 2 minutes behind him – so those 2 little
cylinders sure know how to work together.

The home run down to Port Alfred and the cooler onshore wind, was very welcome. At the Royal Port
Alfred Golf Club we handed in our STC cards and while some headed for the watering hole, others
headed home for much needed showers.
At dinner, I was amazed to find that Pam and I were in 3rd position! Some credit must go to Neville
and Sue Koch who gave us some useful tips at last year's Milligan. Most of us retired to bed shortly
after dinner.
Sunday morning promised to be cooler and the run out to
Fish River Sun for tea was all pleasure. It was good to see
that Dave Alexander had got his Austin 7 Ulster going with
a fresh battery. Dave and Delene were also back on the
road although now in an MG TD. Similarly, Ed and Paula
completed the run in a modern car. Around the houses in
Kleinemonde, on the way out and back, and again in Port
Alfred had some touches of deviousness. All in all the
course schedule was clear and interesting, and we only
missed one turn and needed to back up a little.
Sunday morning was not without incident though. Joe and
Paulette's Merc 280SL developed a petrol leak. To his credit Joe was able to fix it and complete the
run. But the incident cost him the 2nd (perhaps 1st ?) place! The Austin 7 lost a rear mudguard, thanks
to Port Alfred's fearsome pot holes, and limped home with clutch failure, luckily engaged!

At lunch, Chairman / Clerk of the Course Charles thanked his team for all of their hard work
preparing for the rally. He thanked our main sponsor BUCO Hardware, represented by manager
Vanessa Gerber. He also thanked those who generously donated spot prizes. They were:
Beavers
4 x R50 meal vouchers
Midas
2 x R100 vouchers
Des Hill
Picnic bag with braai utensils
Coastal Spares
Car wash kit and anti-rust lubricant
I-Hire
Flymo electric power trimmer
Kowie Toyota
2 x portable braai utensil packs
BUCO Hardware
2 x Shield car care kits, Merenski cooler bag, 3 BUCO shirts, 4 BUCO
caps, 2 ratchet tie down straps, 2 long life torches, 31 Sunshine Coast
CDs, 2 x Diamond Guard Platinum wash and shine, a 6 piece screwdriver
set, survival knife.
Rosehill Shopping Complex – Supply of sandwiches at the start of each day.
Dave Alexander, Chairman of SAVVA, was invited to say a few words. He congratulated Matthew
Gouws as the youngest navigator on the run, making mention that it was good to see young blood in
what is normally an old man's sport.

Dave also noted, in an amusing anecdote, how SAVVA had recently argued successfully that cars
built before 1965 do not require roadworthy testing, not even on transfer of ownership for a Special
licence. The Dept of Transport had proposed that older cars be roadworthy tested every year. He
thanked Peter Hall for his hard work and ingenuity in this achievement.
Dave noted further that insurance at club events such as this run was essential. In the event of any
claim, he noted that the claimant would attack the driver, then the club and then SAVVA and that the
amount of a claim can easily exceed R1million. Few clubs can bear that level of risk.
General Manager of BUCO Hardware Port Alfred, Vanessa Gerber, handed over the prizes:
1st place Driver, The OD Inggs Memorial Trophy:
to
Garth Todd
st
1 place Navigator, The Norbert Drager Trophy:
to
Susan Todd
2nd place, The Linden Wheels Trophy:
to
Ron Gush
rd
3 place, The Arch Car Sales Trophy:
to
David Salzwedel
Club Team Trophy (most places in top 6):
to
AVCMC
st
1 Lady Driver, The John Lee Trophy not awarded as there was no lady driver
Oldest vehicle to complete the run, The Viv Hill Memorial Trophy: to
Dave Alexander

1st prize: Garth and Sue Todd

2nd prize: Ron and Pam Gush with Vanessa Gerber

3rd prize: David and Verena Salzwedel

The Winning Team: L to R: Pam and Ron Gush, Keith
and Barbara Schroeder, Des Hill, Daphne McNeill,
Matthew Gouws, Dave McNeill.

More pictures are available on the AVCMC website.

*** PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS ***

“Where thoughts become reality!”
www.marinecustoms.com
Email: marinecustoms2010@gmail.com
Hawkins Industrial
91 Alfred Road
Port Alfred
Rob Pattie 071 701 7580
For ALL of your boating needs

CARS FOR SALE
1968 Dodge pickup, 4.3litre. Good condition. R40 000 neg.
1964 MG Midget. Good condition. R55 000 neg.
Contact Dalton Philips 072 949 9219

Morris Minor, bought as a student vehicle for their
son. He only used it for 6 months. Not sure about the
year model - possibly 1957, with 5112 miles on the
clock. Very good condition and in Pretoria.
Asking R 35 000. Contact Hester Robinson email
hesterrobinson@gmail.com

COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Vice Chairman and SAVVA rep:
Secretary / Treasurer:
Grahamstown Rep:
Events Co-ordinator:
Fanmail Editor:
Member:

Charles Pellew
Des Hill
Shirley Martin
Norbert Drager
Bill Martin
Ron Gush
George Armstrong

046 624 4563 or 076 849 0549
083 228 6774
071 675 4570
046 622 6282 or 072 765 6448
071 509 0169
046 648 3186 or 083 272 1961
046 624 3773 or 072 347 0924

NOTICE
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor, the Club or its committee members.

TAILPIPE
by Ron Gush
I wonder if any cars have a line item on the service schedule that reads, “Degrease the brake
shoes”?
On the fun run a few weeks ago, I found the little Austin quite pushed to maintain the required speed
category. So much so that when an unexpected intersection popped up, I stood on the brakes and
sailed gracefully through. That was annoying, but I suppose it tested the brake cables and levers.
Back at home, servicing the car and getting it ready for the OD Inggs and so on, I had a look at the
brake shoes. Well, as you know, 80 years ago Sir Herbert did not see fit to install oil seals. Did
anyone? There are bits of leather that do the job, sort of. There are also king pins that need regular
greasing and they also feed grease to the brake cam. No seal at all there. At the back, where I have
taken the liberty of fitting rubber oil seals (Apologies, Sir Herbert), there is a prop shaft that demands
regular grease. Perhaps I overdo it because it sprays grease centrifugally all around, and the brake
drum is right in the line of fire / grease. Yes, there is a tin cover over the brake shoes but it is only for
looks and to keep rocks out. Thus after a year or so of faithfully servicing, her brake shoes were
rather well lubricated. It was nothing a bit of petrol and brush could not sort out.
I was reminded however that this is an 80 year old car and although it is remarkably reliable, it is not
a modern car and it needs a bit more TLC than we expect from a modern. It is worth keeping in mind
even for your 60 or 50 something classic, although to a lesser degree.
Look for the unexpected.

