Post 1970
Built between January 1971 and December 1987
Entries for the O.D. Inggs Memorial Regularity Run are for vehicles prior to 1980.
Our club will be 10years old on the 4th of January 2014. An appropriate function will be held.
All of the best
Charles

FOR YOUR DIARY
Date

Time

Thursday 5 to 8pm
10 Oct

Event
Don's DVD

Story
Every 2nd Thursday during the noggin.

Thursday
17 Oct

5pm

Supper Night

Saturday
26 Oct

9am to
12noon

AVCMC
Museum

Last Sat each month. Bring your old cars, if they are willing.

Cradock

A program has been emailed to those who have expressed
interest. Please contact Ron Gush if you have not received
the program and are interested.

Sat - Sun 2 days,
26 - 27 overnight
October
Sunday
10 Nov

15h00

Sunday
24 Nov
to be
confirmed

tba

Saturday
7 Dec

All day

Jan 2014 Breakfast
tba

22 – 23
March
2014

2 days

Pizza will be ordered. Get there in time.

Bruce Gardiner At the Presbyterian church, corner of Southwell Rd and
piano recital Becker St, Port Alfred. Bruce is a founder member of the
Border Vintage Car Club and it would be nice if we pitched
up in our old cars. He is an entertainer of note. (Get it?)
Bonnets Up!

At Bathurst Agricultural Museum. Engine bays will be
judged for cleanliness, incontinence etc. Bring and braai
but please buy drinks at the Museum bar.

Herald World of This will be the 3rd such event in PE. The classic car
Wheels / NMBM auction was quite a feature last year. There will be another
(PE) Motor Fair auction this year. You might pick up a bargain.
Go show your classic anyway.
Club 10 Year
Anniversary

OD Inggs

4 Jan is the 10th anniversary of the founding of our Club.
Rock up and make it a memorable occasion. We may
schedule the breakfast a week or so later to allow the
visitors get back to work.
Diarise the date.

INSPIRATION
Anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried anything new.

Albert Einstein

Yesterday is today's memory and tomorrow is today's dream.

Kalhil Gibran

Trust people and they will be true to you; treat them greatly and they will show themselves great.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

October

Shirley Martin

3

Dax Wilmot

13

Hennie Nel

16

Dean Samuel

19

Patrick Schreiber

22

Mike Legg

30

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY
The seven dwarfs were all having a bath. They were all feeling happy.
So Happy got out and then they all felt Grumpy.
A couple was sitting at the breakfast table, his wife complaining that he never remembers anything.
After a while she asks him to fetch the marmalade from the kitchen, and off he goes.
A long time later he comes back with cooked bacon and eggs. “Now look what you have forgotten!”
“What is it this time ?” he sighs.
“The toast”......
Senior citizens are the nation's leading carriers of aids:
Hearing aids, band aids, roll aids, walking aids, medical aids and most of all, monetary aid to their
kids!
And not forgetting HIV - Hair is Vanishing!
One Thursday evening at the club, it was getting late:
They were getting near the end of a bottle of scotch. Mike reached for the tot measure.
“Put it all in, Boet”, says Bruce.
Mike, rather wistfully, “I once had a girl friend who said that to me.”
Bruce, quick as a flash, “ I suppose you had to tell her that you already had.”

UNPAID SUBS
We really don't want to do this but if you have not paid up by mid October, this is the last Fanmail
you will get. Only R150 for full membership, R60 for associates and R20 for junior.
Consider what you get for less than the price of one beer per month: FREE Fanmail, FREE drinks at
the club every Thursday evening (if you bring them yourself), great camaraderie, technical advice,
shooting the breeze, the opportunity to participate in events – even if you don't own a car you could
marshall at the OD Inggs run – or just mosey along and listen to the bullshit. Don't miss this
opportunity! Make use of our bank details to do an electronic transfer.
Cash costs us bank fees. If you must, you can pay cash to George Armstrong.
Albany Vintage and Classic Motor Club
Standard Bank
Branch 00051001
Account number 284059188
Reference: Your name
Call George Armstrong 046 624 3773 or 072 347 0924 if you are confused or need to negotiate
terms.

FUN RUN to NATURES VIEW FARM STALL – Sunday 22 Sept.
by Ron Gush
Thanks to Des Hill who organised the fun run.
Nine old and 3 modern cars assembled at 10h30 at the Civic Centre for a natter and briefing. Not
counting one that went out rather early and one that arrived rather late – 5 moderns in all. Des
handed out a little questionnaire at the start – which we drivers promptly handed to our navigators,
who are known for their superior literacy skills. We were required to totalise the speed limit signs (not
just count them!) and estimate the diameter of the red circle. There were indeed a few surprises in
this exercise: Surprise number 1 was that there were 17 speed limit signs in the 23 km. Less than a
mile apart, on average! Surprise number 2: Most of us guessed the diameter at 500 to 800mm. Mike
Legg, being a resourceful sort of chap, stopped at home for a tape measure and got it right:
1.2 metres!
Tea and scones / muffins at Natures View were most refreshing.

The gang admiring Guys new Merc.

Three wise men?

The ladies always add a touch of class to these
events

The Mears brothers

Rob and Rob looking pleased

Take a good look at the “frame” of this club
badge. It is laser cut from stainless steel.
Not many like that in the club! Very nice.

SAVVA TECHNICAL TIP 45 - Rust Penetrants
Many of us have had/still have the problem of trying to remove rusted nuts off bolts - and it was a
case of what product to use! One can purchase rust penetration oils from most hardware stores or
one can try Coke or Vinegar etc. (Coke Cola that is – not the product from Bogota). However
someone in the U.S. has investigated various products and for what it’s worth the following were the
results:
Quote:
The Machinist’s Workshop magazine actually tested various penetrants for break out Torque on
rusted nuts with significant results! They arranged a subjective test of all the popular penetrants with
the control being the torque required to remove the nut from a “scientifically rusted” environment.
Results:
Penetrating Oil

Average Load

No oil
WD 40
PB Blaster
Liquid Wrench
Kano Kroil
ATF / Acetone mix

516 pounds
238 “
214 “
127 “
106 “
53
“

The Automatic Transmission Fluid (ATF) - Acetone mix was a “home brew” mix of 50-50 ATF fluid
and acetone.
Note: the “home brew” was better than the commercial products in this particular test.
A local machinist group mixed a batch and all now use it with equally good results.
Worth a try?
#############
Editors note: If you are in an experimental mood, be careful what you mix in your garage. Oils are
“reducing agents” - they stop your mechanical bits from oxidising (rusting). If you mix them with an

“oxidising agent” (eg. jik) you might have an explosive mixture on your hands. Don't do it. As far as I
figure, the mixture in the SAVVA article is ok. Might be rough on your skin.
And while we are into the chemistry lesson, don't store pool HTH in your garage. It is an oxidising
agent and any leakage, just the smell of it, will rust your car – Editor.

GRAETZ OF THE GREAT NORTH ROAD
Photocopy submitted by Des Hill, too long to publish, summary by your Editor.
In 1909 a car was driven across Africa from Dar-es-Salaam to Swakopmund, a trip of 5600 miles.
This remarkable feat was accomplished by Oberleutnant Paul Graetz. The car was a 4 cylinder 50hp
Gaggenau – described as “not the finest product of German engineering.” It had huge wheels 4 feet
in diameter and special petrol tanks that gave it a range of 600 miles. Ground clearance was 14
inches. He sent fuel ahead by ox wagon but frequently ran out before reaching the depots. There
were no roads and bridges too narrow so he built 600 miles of it. He expected the trip to take 6
weeks. It actually took 16 months, although only 6 months on the move.
At one point the hot engine was submerged in a river and cracked all 4 cylinders. Money was no
object and Graetz sent his chauffeur to Germany to fetch another engine. On the way, the chauffeur
went down with malaria and left the expedition. Graetz found another chauffeur / mechanic and he
returned with an engine, axles and lots of spares. His name was Koch.
The second disaster struck when the car hit a tree stump. The crank shaft was twisted, flywheel bolts
sheared off and the clutch plate split. The car was hauled by man-power to the nearest settlement
and the damage was patched up. Workshops at Kigoma, a port on Lake Tanganyika, completed the
repairs.
Koch got tired of hauling the 2.5 ton car out of swamps and resigned. Graetz then hired a German
navy engineer named Kuehne. He was a steam engineer but resourceful and learned fast. But he
actually could not drive and he feared speed – a fact that did not become apparent for some time as
the going was so very slow. In Northern Rhodesia, Graetz got the car up to full speed on some hard
stretches – 35 or 40 mph – Kuehne was frightened out of his wits and resigned. Graetz then found a
British mechanic named Henry Gould.
Graetz and Gould drove into Johannesburg wearing white helmets, khaki shirts, riding breeches and
leggings. They were met by 20 cars of the Transvaal Automobile Club and were feted at a banquet.
He got into a little trouble with the police as his car had no number plate!
On 1st May 1909 he arrived in Swakopmund. Graetz took the car back to Germany with him, but it is
thought that the manufacturer would not have recognised it! He must have been a most remarkable
man.
(The full story is on the notice board in the Clubhouse.)

WHERE ARE YOU GOING TO LIVE WHEN YOU RETIRE?
Picked off the internet by Joe Janssens
No nursing home for us. We'll be checking into a Holiday Inn!
With the average cost for a nursing home care costing $188.00 per day, there is a better way when
we get old and feeble. I've already checked on reservations at the Holiday Inn. For a combined long
term stay and senior discount, it's $59.23 per night. Breakfast is included, and some have happy
hours in the afternoon! That leaves $128.77 a day for lunch and dinner in any restaurant we want, or
room service, laundry, gratuities and special TV movies.

Plus, they provide a spa, swimming pool, a workout room, a lounge and washer-dryer, etc.
Most have free toothpaste and razors, and all have free shampoo and soap.
$5 worth of tips a day you'll have the entire staff scrambling to help you.
They treat you like a customer, not a patient.
There's a city bus stop out front, and seniors ride free.
The handicap bus will also pick you up (if you fake a decent limp).
To meet other nice people, call a church bus on Sundays.
For a change of scenery, take the airport shuttle bus and eat at one of the nice restaurants there.
While you're at the airport, fly somewhere. Otherwise, the cash keeps building up.
It takes months to get into decent nursing homes. Holiday Inn will take your reservation today.
And you're not stuck in one place forever -- you can move from Inn to Inn, or even from city to city.
Want to see Hawaii? They have Holiday Inn there too.
TV broken? Light bulbs need changing? Need a mattress replaced? No problem.. They fix
everything and apologize for the inconvenience.
The Inn has a night security person and daily room service. The maid checks to see if you are ok. If
not, they'll call an ambulance . . . or the undertaker.
If you fall and break a hip, Medicare will pay for the hip, and Holiday Inn will upgrade you to a suite
for the rest of your life.
And no worries about visits from family. They will always be glad to find you, and probably check in
for a few days mini-vacation. The grandkids can use the pool.
What more could you ask for?

TAILPIPE
by Ron Gush
There is an interesting thing happening in Joburg. I used to live there about a decade ago and I
have since visited family from time to time. So, I sort of notice changes in traffic behaviour over the
years – although Pam might dispute the notion that I notice anything....
We were up there a few weeks ago and I was struck (bad analogy) by the improved behaviour on
the city roads. OK, the N1 approaching Joburg was a bit wild. But I drove during business hours into
the industrial areas and also across town, Linden to Edenvale on the M1, M2, N3, R24 etc. Now as
you all know, I drive like an old fart, and always have done. But nobody tailgated me. Nobody hooted
at me! Nobody cut in front of me. Nobody jumped red lights. Everybody kept to the speed limits.
Traffic was normal to heavy, but it was well behaved and a pleasure!
Admittedly, I did not drive in rush hour....
A year or two ago a Joburg friend's wife told Pam (men don't discuss these things) that he had had
to slow down because the trapping was so consistent that he could no longer afford the fines. And
it's not just a money making thing. The cops must also be stopping motorists for moving offenses. I
saw several traffic police stopping vehicles for whatever reasons. The point is that it is working!
I would drive my old Austin there any day of the week. It was sooo unlike our R72 which can be quite
annoying. I have to say though that most drivers in our Sunshine Coast area are decent and
courteous, but it only takes one arrogant fool to wreck a trip – or kill you.
But there is indeed hope. It is possible to turn the traffic behaviour around, as has been done in
Johannesburg.
Any comments? Letters to the Editor are welcome!

Trellis Doors
Burglar Guards
DIY Products
Roller Shutter Doors
37 Masonic Street
Port Alfred, 6170
Tel : (046) 624 2924
Email : xpandaportalfred@gmail.com
Let us take care of your family’s security
needs!!!!!

“Where thoughts become reality!”
www.marinecustoms.com
Email: marinecustoms2010@gmail.com
Hawkins Industrial
91 Alfred Road
Port Alfred
Rob Pattie 071 701 7580
For ALL of your boating needs

FOR SALE
Early 1960’s Ford Zodiac – Needs attention. R5000 very negotiable

Contact – Marie French 082 762 6731 or at Work : 046 624 1140

COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Vice Chairman:
Secretary / Treasurer:
Grahamstown Rep:
Events Co-ordinator:
Fanmail Editor:
Member:

Charles Pellew
Des Hill
Shirley Martin
Norbert Drager
Bill Martin
Ron Gush
George Armstrong

046 624 4563 or 076 849 0549
083 228 6774
071 675 4570
046 622 6282 or 072 765 6448
071 509 0169
046 648 3186 or 083 272 1961
046 624 3773 or 072 347 0924

NOTICE
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor, the Club or its committee members.

