The Port Alfred High School are to have their matric dance in the near future. Members may be
asked to provide transport for the dance. At the meeting it was decided that this is to be a private
arrangement between the matriculants or their parents as the SAVVA indemnity and insurance will
not cover the transporting of persons for any event.
Ron has his ears tuned in for items of interest for his production of the fan mail and if anyone has
any news on renovations, breakdowns or the like, or cars under restoration please pass them onto
Ron.
All of the best
Charles

PLEASE RESPOND
Your Committee is considering organising an overnight trip to Cradock where there are 2 collections
of old cars. Tentative date is during October. Accommodation would be self catering / B&B. Come in
your modern car if the golden oldie is reluctant. If, in principle, you are interested, please SMS me on
083 272 1961 or email back to avcmcnews@gmail.com Ron Gush

FOR YOUR DIARY
Date

Time

Thursday 5 to 8pm
8 Aug

Event
Don's DVD

Thursday
15 Aug

6pm

Supper Night

Sunday
18 Aug

10h00
at Red
Apple

Outing to Ignus
and Marie
Buchner's farm,
Lidney
near Nanaga

Saturday
31 Aug

9am to
12noon

AVCMC
Museum

October

2 days,
overnight

Cradock

22 – 23
March
2014

2 days

OD Inggs

Story
Every 2 Thursday.
nd

Bring and Braai?
Lidney Farm is about 40km from Alexandria. About 8km of
dirt road – take it slowly. Port Elizabeth members are also
invited so it should be a good bash. Bring and Braai.
Meet at 10am at the Red Apple (Bushmansrivermouth
cross road) and do an informal regularity run down R72.
Last Sat each month.
Mike Legg organising. Are you interested?
Please respond.
Diarise the date.

NEW MEMBERS
We are very pleased to welcome Hennie Nel, Rob Wallis and Joe Janssens to the club and trust that
they will enjoy our old car camaraderie and events. Nice to see some “new” cars on our turf – Joe
has a couple of Mercs, Rob's MGB and Hennie's Chev – a 1934 nogal.
Looks like I might have some competition for the oldest car in the next OD Inggs! Editor.

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

August

Eden Bradfield

4

Dave McNeill

4

Don Johnston

10

Nikki Whittal

11

Bill Martin

14

Norbert Drager

16

Len Whittal

24

Lloyd Timm

28

Margie Whittal

30

APPEAL FOR STORIES
Your Committee feels (and Editor whole heartedly agrees) that there is a wealth of stories out there
that could be published in YOUR newsletter. Most of us are busy with a restoration or perhaps a
small modification or repair to a car, or maybe a trip undertaken. A picture or two does help but is
not necessary. If you want to send in a hand written note – in point form if you like – I will be happy to
type it out for you. I will return a draft to the writer for approval before I publish anything. Send your
contributions to avcmcnews@gmail.com

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY
Three clergy were discussing when life actually begins. The Catholic priest said life begins at
conception. The rabbi said life begins at birth. But when the Protestant minister was asked, she
replied that, in her opinion, life begins when the last child leaves home and the dog dies!
Life is not like a box of chocolates, it's more like a jar of jalapenos (chili peppers). What you do today
could burn your ass tomorrow!
Boss: Where were you born?
Philemon: Zimbabwe.
Boss: Which part?
Philemon: What you mean “which part”? Whole body was born in Zimbabwe.
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”
(Nelson Mandela)
“Be the change that you wish to see in the world.”
(Mahatma Gandhi)
“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait before starting to improve the world.”
(Anne Frank)

KOWIE RIVER FESTIVAL – 6 July
by Ron Gush
About 13 old cars assembled at the Police Station in time for the scheduled 09h00 start. After some
delay the parade got under way and proceeded through the town centre, ending up at the Civic

Centre where parking had been reserved for us on centre stage. The cars attracted lots of attention
both driving around town and on show at the end.
Nice to see two of the new cars on the block – namely Rob Wallis's MG and Dave and Daphne
McNeill's TR3. Both very nice cars but Rob you really, really have got to fix that number plate!!!
No old car gathering would be complete without at least one bonnet up. Glad that it was nothing
serious, Mike.
Although there were a few hiccups and complaints regarding organisation, perhaps to be expected
for a first time event, it was generally a successful festival. Several townsfolk mentioned that it
brought the community together and it was nice to meet friends on the streets.

SAVVA TECHNICAL TIP 73: Silicone brake fluids - to use or not to use
The question often arises – should I convert to silicone brake fluid or not? There have been so many
positives and negatives about this issue. I would therefore like to add my little bit to the saga of “to
use or not to use”. I can only go on my own experience.
For about 30 years I owned a 1930 Dodge which had hydraulic brakes as standard. A problem was
that every couple of years the brakes had to be stripped down to remove the crystallized jelly that
had built up on the wheel cylinders, honed and new washers fitted. Apparently the problem is that

conventional brake fluid is hydroscopic and on top of that our early cars don’t generate enough
braking heat to disperse any resultant water build up.
Eventually I had to have the cylinders re-sleeved because of pitting and the continuous honing. I
then took the plunge and converted to silicone fluid. Until I sold the car some 15 years later I never
had to attend to the brakes again - in fact, I don’t recall having to top the master cylinder.
I’ve heard comments like – after using silicone fluid the brake pedal was spongy, or, the washers
swelled up. Well maybe, however I think you will find in these cases they didn’t fit modern brake
washers but used the old rubber based ones that they had on the shelf. I know numerous car
owners who have used silicone fluid with very positive results.
For those of us who don’t know the history of Silicone fluids, I believe it was originally developed by
Dow Corning for, amongst other users, the US Army. They used it in vehicles that were waiting for a
war to happen. You must appreciate once a war has started there’s no time to start overhauling
brake systems.
Silicone brake fluid tends to be more expensive than conventional brake fluid, but over a period of
time pays for itself. Availability may be problematic but most professional brake repair shops as well
as motorcycle shops stock it.
It is interesting to note that many modern car and motorcycle manufacturers are using silicone fluids
in the braking systems.
Note: If you decide to go the Silicone route please get advice on how the clean out the brake fluid
from the system. If my failing memory serves me right they use meths.

AND JUST TO AMUSE YOU:

Is that a Mini?
The car, not the paint job.

Trellis Doors
Burglar Guards
DIY Products
Roller Shutter Doors
37 Masonic Street
Port Alfred, 6170
Tel : (046) 624 2924
Email : xpandaportalfred@gmail.com
Let us take care of your family’s security
needs!!!!!

“Where thoughts become reality!”
www.marinecustoms.com
Email: marinecustoms2010@gmail.com
Hawkins Industrial
91 Alfred Road
Port Alfred
Rob Pattie 071 701 7580
For ALL of your boating needs

TAILPIPE
by Ron Gush
So while enjoying a nice
shower one evening, I got to
thinking about statistics. They
can be real doff. Consider these
few questions:
Do you worry about flying? If so,
what are your chances of
getting onto a plane that has a
bomb on board? Pretty small I
would think. Then what are the
chances of getting onto a plane
with TWO bombs on board?
Must be about Nil with a Capital
N. Surely the answer to your
fear is to carry your own bomb
on board?
Do not try this trick at home nor in a real
airport. Do not even mention the word
“bomb” in a real airport. You will probably
get arrested. The author is writing with
tongue in cheek and just being silly.
OK here is another that you can try: If 90%
of car accidents happen within 5km of
home, surely you should move house?
A US government survey costing billions revealed that 3/4 of the people in America make up 75% of
the population.
According to recent surveys, 51% of the people are in the majority.
Did you know that 94.3% of all statistics are thought up on the spur of the moment?
And the word gullible has been taken out of the English Dictionary.

COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Vice Chairman:
Secretary / Treasurer:
Grahamstown Rep:
Events Co-ordinator:
Fanmail Editor:
Member:

Charles Pellew
Des Hill
Shirley Martin
Norbert Drager
Bill Martin
Ron Gush
George Armstrong

046 624 4563 or 076 849 0549
083 228 6774
071 675 4570
046 622 6282 or 072 765 6448
071 509 0169
046 648 3186 or 083 272 1961
046 624 3773 or 072 347 0924

NOTICE
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
opinions of the editor, the Club or its committee members.

