FOR YOUR DIARY
Date

Time

Event

Story

Saturday
1 Dec

08h30 to
The Herald
Hosted by the Eastern Province Veteran Car Club.
16h00 World of Wheels Driver of a display car + 1 passenger get in free.
NMB Motor Fair. On the Newton Technical High School fields between
Westview Drive and Mowbray Streets, Westview, PE.

Sunday
2 Dec

12h15 for Club Christmas At Halyards Charter house. R80 per pensioner on
13h00
Lunch
presentation of ID, otherwise R105. R40 for children under
12. Cash bar. Please let Bill Martin know if you will be
there. (071 509 0169)

Thursday 5 to 8pm
13 Dec
& 10 Jan
Monday
17 Dec

8am to
1pm

Thursday
27 to
Saturday
29 Dec

All day

Saturday
29 Dec
& 26 Jan

9am to
12noon

Don's DVD
***
Last and first
Noggin
Car display

Kowie Crafters have asked for a display of old cars at the
Library. Park under the trees. Please tell Bill Martin if you
can display your car. (071 509 0169)

Air show
We have been asked to display old cars at the air show.
at 43rd Air school Not an official club event so just make your own way to the
air field for one or more days.
AVCMC
Museum

Saturday
12 Jan
Thursday
17 Jan

Every 2nd Thursday, Don Lee shows a very interesting half
hour video during the club noggin.
Note that 13 Dec will be the last noggin for 2012
and 10 Jan will be the first for 2013.

Last Sat each month.
Yes, it will be open on 29 December.

Club Breakfast Details will be emailed.
Contact Bill Martin (071 509 0169)
5 to 8pm

Supper Night Not in December.
(every Thursday Every 3rd Thursday. Bring and braai.
is Ladies Night!)

9 – 10
Feb 2013

George Motor
Show

For your info.

23 – 24
Mar 2013

OD Inggs
Memorial Run

Diarise this!

10 – 13
Jun 2013

Continental
Milligan Time
Trial

Fyi.

December

(No Fanmail at end Dec)

January

Keith Schroeder

4

Fred Pittaway

22

Colin Clayson

5

Hugo Nel

26

Jonny Ellender

5

Robin Duggan

29

Donald Jordan

23

Rob Mears

27

BIRTHDAY
CONGRATULATIONS

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY
A cop knocked on my door and told me that my dogs had been chasing people on bicycles. I told
him that was impossible as my dogs did not even own bikes.
A rather disturbed young man was seen putting a pebble into each ear. A friend asked what's up. He
replied that he was listening to rock music.
+++++++++
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he
will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
! the prophet Isaiah predicted the birth of Christ over 700 years before the event, in Chapter
9, verse 6, according to the NIV translation.
There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as
though everything is a miracle.
(Albert Einstein)

MY ONLY TWO ACCIDENTS
by Allan Wilson
Soon after arriving in Rhodesia in 1950, to work on a gold mine at Bindura (60 miles north of
Salisbury), it became essential that I have wheels. Negotiations were begun between the Hillman
agent (Kimptons) in Salisbury and their branch in Bulawayo. The latter being !14 cheaper, a deposit
of !25 was paid. Out of the blue a workmate offered me a free lift at Easter and a great friend offered
accommodation. The car was duly collected and short runs made to familiarise myself with the
vehicle and off I set at around 6am to complete the 360 miles to Bindura. Advice given was to run in
the car at 30mph with an occasional burst to 40mph to circulate the oil. With no mishaps, I arrived
back in Bindura around 6pm. That was when I realised that I had paid the full amount and so had to
claim the !25 deposit back!
Three years later, after I had left the mine at Bindura and was working in Salisbury, I was sent down
to Triangle Sugar Estate to help with some new machinery installations so that they could start to
process the next crop. Before setting off on the return journey, gifts of oranges and grapefruit were
gratefully received and packed behind the driver's seat. On a lonely, bare bit of country, I could see
one of the Haak furniture vans miles in front but, he
being the slower, I eventually came close,
whereupon he pulled over to let me past. I was half
way over the strip road when I noticed a half
submerged iron sleeper planted on either side of a
culvert. I immediately braked but the gravel, which
was under my wheels, allowed me to skid straight
into one sleeper! I switched off immediately, opened
the door and all my fruit was scattered over the land!
Anyway, I surveyed the damage, a vertical dent in
the bumper and grill but no damage to the radiator or
fan, so I proceeded on my journey, eventually
passing the furniture van with a friendly wave!
Nearly to the day a year later, I was driving from a day's work in Salisbury Industrial Area and was on
the Ring Road around the Kopje. Lots of traffic was emerging from the Salisbury Show by a road on
my left when a Traffic Cop signalled to a vehicle, 3 in front of me, to stop. Hastily the car in front of
me stopped – I braked, the front went down and the rear bumper of the car in front took my radiator
out, horizontally this time! Both accidents were paid for by my insurance. The streets making a T
junction were Speke, Stanley, Baker, Union and Jameson – ie. Speak to Stanley about the Baker's
Union!!!

Ten years later the car was sold to a friend in immaculate condition even though, in 1953, two friends
and I drove to Wankie Game Reserve, over the border to Kruger National Park, through Swaziland
to Durban and then on to PE via Grahamstown. We visited the Ford factory in PE, carrying on to
Plett, staying in the now-demolished Beacon Island Hotel, through Knysna where we had to pass an
ox-wagon with a span of 14 animals, then to the Albertinia Hotel which had the best menu in South
Africa at that time. The 3 of us, who could EAT in those days, were offered free accommodation if we
could go right through the menu. We could not manage it!!! It took 3 days from Plett to Cape Town
but you have to remember that the roads were single track, some of which can still be seen, and
there were no bridges over the multitude of deep river gorges. The return journey was straight up the
N1 which took us a week to complete.
(Many thanks Allan. This is a delightful account of your motoring experience in the old days. All
members are welcome to write, even a short note, on their experience either on the road or in the
workshop/garage. Ed)

NOTICE TO ALL CLUB MEMBERS from SAVVA AGM
SAVVA is running a special for the next three months (October – December) whereby members can
obtain an up-dated or new Dating Certificate for R25.00. The object is twofold; members to receive a
new certificate and for SAVVA to up-date itʼs records.
Please bear in mind this is not for new dating applications but only existing dated vehicles - e.g.
where someone has purchased a vehicle and it has an existing dating number, but never applied for
a certificate, or there was a change of ownership.

VISIT TO 43 AIR SCHOOL – 21 November 2012
by George Armstrong
Ten old cars and a few modern hangers on met at the Civic Centre at 10h30 for the drive up to the
airfield. Two members made their own way there which gave a total of twelve cars. Unfortunately the
weather was cool and rainy so the Boeing Stearman which had been promised to take part in a
photo shoot, could not be brought out. The flying school did line up three Piper aircraft instead.
After lining up the old cars and doing the photography we were given a tour of the school. First stop
was the rebuild hangar. Apparently this school is the only one in the country that has full approval
from the Civil Aviation Authority to rebuild damaged aircraft even to the extent of rebuilding “new”
aircraft from parts salvaged from several write offs. Skilled technicians and sophisticated equipment
enables most airframe parts to be manufactured from new metal where necessary.
Very interesting to see.
Next stop was the maintenance hangar where routine servicing of the aircraft is carried out. With
upwards of 30 aircraft flying a lot of hours, this is a pretty busy place.
After that it was on to the flying simulator centre where simulators are used to train fixed wing and
helicopter pilots. There are also simulators to train air traffic controllers.
We were then taken out to the flight line and shown over one of the Piper Cherokee aircraft used for
basic training. Owing to the bad weather not much flying was going on.
Last stop before lunch was the control tower where we were shown the methods used to
communicate with the aircraft and ensure an orderly flow of traffic. It seems that on a clear day when
many aircraft are flying Port Alfred can be the third busiest airfield in the country in terms of aircraft
movements so clearly the controllers need to know their stuff.

Finally we retired to the Wright Place, a very pleasant pub at the school. We enjoyed a few drinks
and an excellent braai and salads provided by the school at a very reasonable cost. Our turnout was
22 members and guests and all enjoyed a very interesting day out.

TAILPIPE
by Ron Gush
No doubt some of you wore a poppy on Remembrance Day.
Have you ever wondered, why the poppy? I got this story from www.bbc.co.uk:
The poppy has a long association with Remembrance Day.
But how did the distinctive red flower become such a potent
symbol of our remembrance of the sacrifices made in past
wars?
Scarlet corn poppies (popaver rhoeas) grow naturally in
conditions of disturbed earth throughout Western Europe.
The destruction brought by the Napoleonic wars of the early
19th Century transformed bare land into fields of blood red
poppies, growing around the bodies of the fallen soldiers.
In late 1914, the fields of Northern France and Flanders
were once again ripped open as World War One raged
through Europe's heart. Once the conflict was over the
poppy was one of the only plants to grow on the otherwise
barren battlefields.
The significance of the poppy as a lasting memorial symbol
to the fallen was realised by the Canadian surgeon John
McCrae in his poem In Flanders Fields. The poppy came to
represent the immeasurable sacrifice made by his comrades
and quickly became a lasting memorial to those who died in
World War One and later conflicts. It was adopted by The
Royal British Legion as the symbol for their Poppy Appeal, in
aid of those serving in the British Armed Forces, after its
formation in 1921.

Trellis Doors
Burglar Guards
DIY Products
Roller Shutter Doors
37 Masonic Street
Port Alfred, 6170
Tel : (046) 624 2924
Email : xpandaportalfred@gmail.com
Let us take care of your family’s security
needs!!!!!

“Where thoughts become reality!”
www.marinecustoms.com
Email: marinecustoms2010@gmail.com
Hawkins Industrial
91 Alfred Road
Port Alfred
Rob Pattie 071 701 7580
For ALL of your boating needs

COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Bruce Yendall
Vice Chair & PR: Mike Legg
Secretary:
Rob Mears
Treasurer:
George Armstrong
Grahamstown Rep: Norbert Drager
Events:
Bill Martin
and
Charles Pellew
Fanmail Editor:
Ron Gush

046 624 1085 or 082 556 0318
046 624 1455 or 082 787 7613
083 230 7714
046 624 3773 or 072 347 0924
046 622 6282 or 072 765 6448
071 509 0169
046 624 5673 or 076 849 0549
046 648 3186 or 083 272 1961

avcmcnews@gmail.com

MICRO-DOTTING VEHICLES
by Ron Gush
Bill And Shirley attended the recent SAVVA AGM on behalf of the Club and gave feedback at the last
committee meeting. I bring this point to the attention of all members:
As from Sept 2012, all vehicles requiring Police clearance will have to be micro dotted. All new
vehicles are already micro dotted. Apparently these micro dots (thousands of them) each contain a
code, unique to each vehicle, which can be read with a magnifying glass. The supplier sends the
code to eNaTIS database, where all information relevant to that vehicle is kept. The micro dots are
sprayed onto the chassis and under wheel arches etc is such a way that they are almost invisible to
the naked eye. It would be near impossible to remove all of them, unlike a stamped engine number.
Clearly this system has huge benefits in preventing vehicle theft, as criminals are finding out that
these vehicles are easily and positively identifiable and are HOT. This may be worth considering
for your older cars.
For more information you can click on www.datadot.co.za
Datadot offers the service for R500, as does Albany Test Centre in
Port Alfred. There are other suppliers too.
Here is a magnified view of a micro dot
The actual dot is about 1mm in diameter

